Annotated AGENDA
WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

September 6, 2007, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. PDT

Number: (800) 244-9194    Access Code: 107484


Attendees:  Doug Schneider & Dave McNeil (co-chairs, WA & UT), Diane Arnst (AZ), Marianne Rossio (HI), Dave Collier, Greg Lande (OR), Deb Wolfe (MT), Janice Peterson (USDA FS)

1.
CALL TO ORDER:
(a)
Volunteer for annotating the September agenda?  



Doug Schneider/Dave McNeill

Hearing no takers, Doug “volunteered.”
(b)
Review August meeting notes

Accepted as written.
2.
ACTION ISSUE ITEMS:
(a) 
Ellen Porter, NPS – An ecologist looks at the proposed secondary NAAQS


Ellen provided an overview of ozone impacts on crops and natural vegetation and answered questions.  The bottom line is that a secondary ozone standard is appropriate, beneficial, and useful for forest health.  Ozone also has a huge effect on climate change because it reduces that ability of plants to store carbon.  Ozone has a huge effect on water use, disease, and insect damage.

In response to a question about having different standards for crops and vegetation, Ellen pointed out crops are less sensitive to ozone damage than natural vegetation.  EPA is asking for comments on different standards for different areas reflecting the vegetation.  The NPS is concerned the result would be a patchwork that would make protection of plants from ozone damage difficult.  The NPS favors a national standard.

In response to a question and discussion of a cumulative standard that reflects 24 hours and not just 12 daylight hours, Ellen stated that there is no definitive answer but it should be considered.  In dry areas plants open stomates at night.

Dave Collier noted that there is a recently published Forest Service study on ozne impacts on the West Coast (California, Oregon, and Washington).  Ellen noted that the study focused on visible injury and could be missing physiological effects. Ozone Injury in West Coast Forests: 6 Years of Monitoring 
A question raised the point that in light of the lack of information on ozone impacts in the intermountain West studies are needed.  Studies also need to look at effects of altitude and drought.  Ellen noted the Forest Service has the budget for studies through the Forest Inventory and Analysis Program.  She also noted that studies in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park found ozone impacts from 24-hour exposures.           



 (b)
Comments on the proposed ozone standards
revisions
.



Anyone

A brief overview:

· Support WESTAR hearing comments for funding and study in the West.

· A western U.S. study is needed to define how bad the regional problem is.   Ozone levels are regional problem.

· The daily time period for the cumulative secondary standard needs to be considered: 12 or 24 hours.

· Support a secondary standard focused on native and wild vegetation.  Stick with CASAC.

· Suggest a secondary standard “based on science.” Not all states can agree on the CASAC range.

· Looking ahead, timely implementation rules and guidance are going to be important.

· Implementation is going to be especially important for a secondary standard.  There’s no experience dealing with a secondary standard.  EPA should convene a group of states to work with them on figuring out implementation.

Side note.  One state has learned from its EPA Regional Office that EPA is going to request that states make a formal SIP commitment now to adopt whatever EPA comes up through rule-making on emergency episode plans.  States may have problems with making such a “blind” commitment or adopting EPA’s final decision verbatim.
 (c)
Overview of the WESTAR Fall Business Meeting








Doug Schneider reviewed the agenda for the Fall Business Meeting to give the planners a sense of what is going on and make three points to planners:

1. Bob Lebens distributed the survey on PM2.5 designation and implementation that the Committee reviewed last month to the air directors for completion.  

2. Don Arkell asked planning staffs to brief their air director on the status of BART determinations, status of regional haze SIP development, projected SIP adoption dates, and significant issues.  Don’s e-mail was sent out on Thursday August 23, 2007.

3. Bob Lebens scheduled a meeting with Committee chairs to get “feedback about how WESTAR could better serve the committees and talk about inter-committee coordination.”  Doug said that he would appreciate any feedback that Committee members were willing to provide.

End note.  Since it was already after 2 pm PDT, the call was concluded with the two reminders essentially as stated below and a confirmation of the next conference call for October 4.

(d)
Reminder -- Revision of the Interim Wildland and Prescribed Fire Policy

Doug Schneider

EPA is amending its process (!) again.  Now it will kick-off with a teleconference (see below).  We discussed forming a workgroup. 
(e)
Reminder -- Forest Service assistance on exceptional/natural events fire events.  
Doug Schneider

Pete Lahm offered to work with western states on demonstrations.

3.
TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Regional Haze Planning Update







Don Arkell







4. DISCUSSION ITEMS/OPEN MICROPHONE:






Anyone

(a) 
Open Microphone

(b)
Topics for Upcoming Meetings – Section 110(a) SIPs (when released)





5.
Confirm Next Conference Call for October 4, 2007 



Dave McNeill/Doug Schneider


MEETINGS/CALLS:

WESTAR Fall Business Meeting, Boulder, CO, September 17-19 

WRAP meetings and calls: 

Technical Analysis Forum, San Francisco, October 11-12

See WRAP web site for information on this and other meetings and calls  http://www.WRAPAir.org
NACAA Criteria Pollutant Committee, September 26, 10:30 -12:00 PDT

EPA Teleconference with state, local, and tribal partners on Interim Wildland and Prescribed Fire Policy, September 20, 10:00 – 12:00 PDT 
Annotated Agenda, September 2007

(over)






