AGENDA Notes
WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

July 10, 2008, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. PDT

(3:00-4:00 CDT, 2:00-3:00 MDT, 1:00-2:00 MST; 12:00-1:00 AKDT, 11:00-12:00 HDT)
Number: (800) 244-9194    Access Code: 107484


Participants: Alice Edwards (AK); Steve Peplau (AZ); Tina Suarez-Murias (CA); Ray Mohr (CO); Bob Habeck Bob Jeffrey, Eric Merchant (MT); Rita Bates (NM); Dave McNeill (UT); Doug Schneider (WA); Tina Anderson (WY); Don Arkell, Bob Lebens ( WESTAR)

1.
CALL TO ORDER: 








Doug Schneider/Diane Arnst
(a)
Who will volunteer to keep notes (to keep track of our discussion for the committee’s use)?  

Dave McNeill volunteered.
(b)
Review June 5 meeting notes (Thanks, Bob J - MT).  See e-mail attachment.


Reviewed - OK



2.
ACTION ISSUE ITEMS:
(a) 
Update on Woody Biomass/Fuels for Schools July meeting in Washington, D.C.

Bob Lebens

Biomass utilization for energy production (“Fuels for Schools”; wood-fired boilers) is an Air Directors’ priority. 

Background:  WESTAR and NESCAUM sent a letter to EPA asking them to take federal action on USDA Fuels4Schools program.  We also have WESTAR principles on this issue.  Sent out survey to collect data – EPA wants that info – trying to understand gaps in state permitting authorities – interested in getting better understanding of extent of problem – Reps attending meeting in DC – Forest Service won’t participate in the meeting – going ahead and meeting with States, EPA, and state foresters – discuss extent of problem and mitigation.  Hope to get recommendations for future actions to address impacts from these sources.  Discussion on goal of reduced participation meeting.

 (b)
Update on Implementation of the Exceptional Events Rule 



Doug Schneider

EER implementation is a requested topic for the fall business meeting.

Got more responses on the survey, and some states in R8 having troubles having EPA concurrence.  Air directors will hold round-table on EE implementation at fall business meeting – most states won’t have much to report – but those that do will bring up the issues—before we (the committee) review it at the end of the year—to see if there is an issue we need address as an organization.  Montana is talking with EPA on requirement for comments on flagged data field.  Discussion about trying to get EPA to come up with a better way to enter comments and even looking at the legal requirement to enter comments – it is in the preamble only, not the rule itself.  AZ having trouble with international transport – there is no flag for it.  Also, the submission, the region is adamant that they have to look at the 95th percentile.  

(c)
Comments on EPA’s proposed lead standard




Doug Schneider/Diane Arnst

This is an opportunity for states to share comments on the proposal.  The Court recently extended the comment period to August 4.  

Need to follow CASAC, need for monitors, exceptional events with the lead naaqs, some of that data may need to be removed to avoid flagging.   It was a horrible process to develop the standard – went on and on with new doors over and over.  Accept that Lead is a problem.  Troubling that what they came up with is a source control rule.  Who is going to pay for the new monitors?  Where is EPA’s funding for this?  

3.
TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Regional Haze Planning Update







Don Arkell

Have a couple of loose ends on the surveys on status of state planning for regional haze – see his email a week-and-a-half ago, and get back to Don.  
WESTAR has begun looking at WRAP /WESTAR activities to get less workload on states and make it as efficient as possible.  Small workgroup of several air directors, WRAP staff, and Dan and Bob – looking at info that’s available – coming up with recommendations for business meeting in September – to help states with haze planning and issue resolution as needed – and then to look at other issues like ozone and PM – looking at regional solutions.  

Also – workshop coming up in Denver at end of month – to look at modeling and emissions inventories – where we are and what resources are available from WRAP for the states to conclude planning phase of SIPS and then beyond.

Finally – EPA contemplating sending out national letters – notice of failure to submit – WRAP preparing status report – air managers having discussion during week of 21st.  Also, several folks have heard that EPA said the 309 SIPs were vacated or moot by act of law since the annex was tossed.  Don will talk with Tina and Corky about this and get back to us.  Question about whether a “partial SIP” will stop the call from coming.  Question about questions about BART modeling protocol – late hit questions about WRAP modeling – used by states to determine sources “subject to BART” – how might changing the settings in the models change the results – relates to how good or bad different versions of CALPUF are.  EPA seems to feel states have all the time in the world to do these SIPs and other modeling exercises.

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS/OPEN MICROPHONE:






Anyone

(a) 
Open Microphone

September business meeting October 1-3 in Seattle.

 (b)
What would you like to discuss in an upcoming call?  WESTAR Fall Meeting agenda..




5. DATE FOR THE NEXT CONFERENCE CALL:  Thursday August 7, 2008
Doug Schneider/Diane Arnst


MEETINGS/CALLS:

WRAP meetings and calls, see WRAP web site for information on meetings and calls  http://www.WRAPAir.org
NACAA Criteria Pollutant Committee, see NACAA web site  http://www.4cleanair.org/
Criteria Pollutants Committee, July 23, 10:30 – 12:00 PDT

Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee, see Discussion on letter to EPA on the proposed Lead NAAQS
Discussion of Letter to the EPA Administrator, July 9, 10:00 – 1:00 PDT

Contact for teleconference access, Fred Butterfield, butterfield.fred@epa.gov

