Minutes

WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

March 4, 2004

2:00-3:00 pm (Mountain)

Participants:

Doug Schneider, Ray Mohr, Rita Trujillo, Brad Schultz, Tina Anderson, Dave McNeill, Diane Riley,  Don Arkell and Bob Lebens, Alice Edwards.

1. Call to Order:

(a) Establish Who’s Taking Notes:

Ray Mohr agreed to take the notes for the meeting.

(b) Review December 4, 2003 Meeting Minutes:

Lucille Van Omering’s name was added to list of Participants.  The Minutes were then approved.

(c) Update WESTAR Committee Roster :

Participants were asked to look at current Committee roster page on WESTAR homepage and forward any corrections/additions to Bob Lebens  

2. Action Issue Items:

(a) Planning Committee Meeting   May 24-25, 2004 in Denver:

Ray Mohr from Colorado made a brief announcement regarding the dates and location for the upcoming WESTAR Planning Committee meeting in Denver. The Hotel Monaco has been selected and the dates for the Conference will be Tuesday and Wednesday the 24th and 25th of May. Discussion topics and work plan priorities will be reviewed next month and updated after the Spring Business meeting.

(b) Spring Business Meeting :

Tina began the discussion by saying there would be three opportunities at the meeting for either providing the WESTAR Board input or hearing their perspectives on priority planning issues. The first issue was the application of the PM10 Natural Events Policy to PM2.5 data and area designations. This topic generated significant discussion. It was pointed out that the matter had been raised to the Board last year with little result. Participants identified a number of questions relating to the application of the Policy to PM2.data above and below the NAAQS and consistency in interpretation between the EPA Regional offices. A work group was established to work with Bob Lebens to review the past documents and the NEAP Policy on a conference call on March 17 at 1:00 PST. Those on the call will be Diane (Idaho), Dave McNeill and Dave Strohm (Utah), Doug Schneider (Washington), Bob Habeck (Montana), Gerry Guy, (Alaska) and   Gail Cooke (New Mexico). At Tina’s request, Bob Lebens will also contacting Dan Johnson (WESTAR).  

Another PM2.5 priority issue raised was the process and schedule for revising the PM2.5 Standard particularly issues related to monitoring, new monitoring, status of old SIPs.

A final area was the report on Committee Activity for the past year. Ray and Tina would work on an update to last years report and forward that to the Committee for input and comment. 

3. Tracking Issue Items:

(a) Regional Haze Development Update:

Don Arkell gave an update on WRAP activities.  The latest summary reports have been sent to the committee.  If you have any questions, contact Don. In addition, there were a number of  issues to bring forward.  

i. The Stationary Sources Joint Forum – Don reported the Joint Forum (formerly the Market Trading Forum) met in Denver in February. One issue that generated a lot of interest was the idea that EPA is apparently willing to consider expanding the scope of the Interstate Air Quality Trading rule to the West to address regional haze (and possibly other health-related pollutants). Don added that the Forum had set up subcommittee to review this idea and that an initial call was scheduled for Friday the 5th of March (NOTE: the call was held as scheduled and a follow up one half day meeting has been scheduled for the 17th of March in Denver. The meeting will be held at the offices of Duke Energy Field Services, 370 17th Street, Suite 2500.The work group will endeavor to identify the key issues associated with extending EPA's proposed IAQR to the West in order to address the interstate impact on regional haze of electric utility emissions of NOx and SO2.  The results of the work group's discussion will be written up and forwarded to the Forum for review shortly after the meeting). Contact Pat Cummins at the WRAP for more information on this meeting
ii. Don also briefly discussed the work of the Dust Forum. The Dust Forum has also just begun meeting and working on this topic. A fugitive dust handbook and other products have been made available for comment
iii. Diane Riley gave an overview and status report on the EPA Interim Air Quality Policy on Wildland and Prescribed Fire. She reviewed the history of the development of the policy as a FACA activity and was developed over a period of several years. After the interim policy had been developed, EPA also provided for ongoing review and comment as well as education and outreach. The Agricultural Air Quality Task Force has also been involved in the review and development of this policy. The Current status is that EPA feels that the interim policy can be considered final, however, “interim” acknowledges that policies for regional haze and ag are needed. The Agricultural Air Quality Task Force will be releasing a agricultural component sometime this year. The current EPA contact is Bill Beal.  
4. Discussion Items:

(a) Reports from outside committee participation 

no reports.

5. Open Microphone:

It was noted that at the Spring Business Meeting there will be a meeting of the committee co-chairs.  This is being held in lieu of the all committee meetings.  It will allow ideas and priorities to be shared across committees.

6. Confirm Next Conference Call Date for April 1, 2004.

Confirmed.

