NOTES
WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

December 4, 2008, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. PST

(3:00-4:00 CST, 2:00-3:00 MST; 12:00-1:00 AKT, 10:00-11:00 HST)
Number: (800) 244-9194    Access Code: 107484


1.
CALL TO ORDER: 








Doug Schneider/Diane Arnst
(a)
Who will volunteer to keep notes (keep track of our discussion for the committee’s use)?  Dave McNeill - UT
(b)
Review November 6 meeting notes (Thanks, Diane).  See e-mail attachment.   Approved.



.
2.
ACTION ISSUE ITEMS:
(a) 
Update on Meeting with EPA on implementation of the Exceptional Events Rule (EER)
Bob Lebens


Bob will update us on this issues identified by the workgroup.

We are working on meeting in San Fran last two weeks of Feb.  call this coming Monday – one call in prep for Monday call including reps from utah, wash, ariz, mont, Ca, Nv, Clark County (Nev).  Had discussion to try to id major concerns:

Most significant issues = ozone exceptional events as a result of fire – complicated tech issue – compounded by fact that EPA seems to continue to raise bar to require more complex analysis – including modeling analysis – state ozone designation recommendations due in March – this issue likely to be unresolved by then.

Administration / review by EPA on packages – not getting timely concurrence / non-concurrence – EPA may not have the staff resources available to review documentation they receive.

A lot of uncertainty out there about what will be required to get approval by EPA on submittals.

Purpose of meeting will be to clarify / fix these issues.  When we commented on proposed rule, we proposed sitting down with EPA to develop guidance.  Some states felt it is a good idea to have written guidance – but some felt that may be a two-edged sword that may come back to bite us.

Meeting in San Fran intended to be face-to-face discussion with decision makers from OAQPS and regional offices.  Want states to have chance to fully air concerns – and understand EPA’s concerns.  States need to have broad representation – need to have managers from state programs.

Deb Wolfe – does this address Wildland fire policy?  No.

Travel funds?  Dan:  if travel is a problem, then he will ask board to approve travel support.  Need to have critical mass at the meeting to accomplish the goals of the meeting.

Jean Paul – are we going to invite the local agencies (like CARB locals)?  Bob:  Karen says she is communicating with the locals and will represent them.  He defers to Karen on this issue.
 (b)
What do western states want from an updated Woodstove NSPS?




All

An opportunity for state input. Bob Lebens teed this up last month.

Bob – to elaborate:  Most people aware EPA is going to collect info this fed fiscal year to revise NSPS next fall.  WESTAR and NESCAUM submitted joint comment letter – want to see lower cert level, bring in some appliances that are currently exempt, and bring in outdoor woodfired boilers.  Industry folks will have long laundry list of changes they want, too.  Are there other issues that we need to advocate be changed?  Going to have discussion with OAQPS biomass staff on March 18 in Reno at meeting of the HPBA.  Will discuss Fuels for Schools, Woodstove Changeout Programs, etc.

Bob Jeffrey – devices are not like cars – need to have a fed tax credit for either putting in a new stove or removing an old stove.  Bob – will be tax credit in 2009 for installing new stove.

Rachel:  Need to get EPA to look at definition of affected facility – look at all possible loopholes that may exist – manufactures getting around current rules (firebox size, fuel:air ratios, etc).

Julie:  looking for more specific items?  Bob:  Yes - need them before March meeting with HPBA.  Please send them to Bob ASAP.  Oregon, Washington, and Montana (Rachael, Julie, and Eric) all want to focus on developing list of issues with Bob.

 (c) 
Opportunity to Comment on Woody Biomass Boiler Messages




All

Julie Oliver teed this up last month.  An explanatory e-mail and two draft documents are e-mail attachments.

Julie:  Last July, met to discuss Fuels for Schools devices – ID’d need to do joint messages – people have been working on developing the draft messages for 2 of 3 proposed audiences.  Need feedback – are these right?  Are there flaws?  Need input.  Please get comments to Julie (email or call Julie by December 9th).  She’ll compile for next call.  Call Julie at 360-407-6839 or email her.

Bob – are EPA and forest service going to formally release these?  Julie – doing webinar in Feb to update people in DC. Will further discuss and update other stakeholders.  Will expand ops for vetting this stuff.  Nothing to be finalized soon.
(d)
State 8-hour ozone recommendations –Are there issues or concerns?



All
Open discussion.

Doug:  issues – one monitor is over the NAAQS –doesn’t qualify under Exception Events Rule.  Working on 9 factors – contacting stakeholders – will hold a 30-day notice / hearing process.  EPA changed the game for state recommendations from one year from effective date to one year published date – expect to be a few months late.

Ray – biggest issue is how the violation of the NAAQS in New Mexico will that affect Colorado.  Could be multi-regional / multi-state issue.
(e)
What should the Planning Committee focus on in 2009?





All

Start of an open discussion that will be continued next month. The most recent committee workplan is an e-mail attachment. 

Workplan has changed slightly over the years.  Priorities:  Woody biomass, (see slide); designations, regional topics, ozone designations / implementations.  Please get comments to Doug before next call.  Need to be sure we keep on track and keep calls focused on priorities.  
3.
TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Regional Haze Planning Update






Don Arkell
Don:  refer to Haze planning status summary on WRAP homepage website – has been revised – no- wait – it’s a fact sheet sent out to respond to a finding of non submittal of the haze SIPs.  Where the states are in developing / submitting their plans.  The web page will be the table and source of the most up-to-date info on where the states are in getting their SIPS out the door.  The table there now is a little out of date – but will be updated soon.

Also – air managers committee is slated to assume a larger more directive role in the WRAP activities – providing guidance for WRAP work, forums, etc, and oversight of much of that work.  WRAP is running out of money and will be out in 2009.  To date, there is no identified funding source.  The air managers have submitted a request for info from the staff for what it would cost to continue services at minimum level.  Air managers will be talking about it on Dec 15th.  

Implementation workgroup call on Dec 18th.

Moving through assistance with individual states to help them with their reasonable progress reports done for their SIPs.    

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS/OPEN MICROPHONE:  (depending on time)



Anyone

(a) 
Open Microphone

Dan – comments on GHG ANPR summarized on WESTAR website – please be sure his summaries are right, and get him copies of any comments he hasn’t included (please include a 4-bullet summary, if possible).
(b)
What would you like to discuss in an upcoming call?  





Wildland fire policy?  

Designations / boundaries for NAA for PM2.5

5. DATE FOR THE NEXT CONFERENCE CALL:  Thursday January 8, 2009  Doug Schneider/Diane Arnst


MEETINGS/CALLS:

WRAP meeting and calls, see WRAP web site for information on meetings and calls  http://www.WRAPAir.org
NACAA Criteria Pollutant Committee, see NACAA web site  http://www.4cleanair.org/
Criteria Pollutants Committee, Jan. 28, 10:30 – 12:00 PST


