Annotated AGENDA – Call Notes
WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

December 14, 2006  2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (Mountain Time)

Number: (800) 244-9194    Access Code: 107484


Call Participants: Cheryl Heying, Tina Anderson, Bob Lebens, Bob Jeffrey, Bruce Louks, David Collier, Don Arkell, Alice Edwards, Dave McNeill, Patrick Barickman, Tina Suarez-Murias, Brad Shultz (+?)
1.
CALL TO ORDER:
(a)
Review November meeting notes





Alice Edwards/Cheryl Heying

(b)
Volunteer for annotating December agenda?



(past conscripts – Dave, Doug, Ray, Rita, Rachel)

2.
ACTION ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Update from Monitoring Committee





Bruce Louks


The EPA monitoring rule revisions go final on 12/18.  The end of this month is the last time to move between SLAMS and SPM without public comment.  Network plans will be due each July 1 and will require public comment.  It appears that EPA will accept internet posting as adequate for public comment.


Some sites that were discontinued due to low levels in comparison to former PM2.5 NAAQS might need to be restarted.  This will be at the Regional Office discretion.


Each state will have at least 1 NCore site which will measure precursor compounds for ozone and PM2.5.  They will also measure PMcoarse.  NCore plans are due by July 2009 and the network is to be operational by 2011.

Will be issuing guidance on network assessments and validating air quality objectives through modeling and GIS tools.  A more sophisticated approach to siting.  This will impact state resources.

EPA lowering minimum requirements for other criteria pollutants.  No minimum siting requirements for CO, SO2 ,NO2, and Pb.  Only in areas in maintenance or violation of the NAAQS.  Anticipating reductions in PM10 network.  New design criteria for siting ozone monitors.  PM2.5 sites will also be reduced overall, EPA looking at data to determine whether to keep and how frequently to monitor.  Funding for continuous monitoring has gone down drastically.

May 1 each year must annually certify data to EPA by letter.  2010 is the first year for this certification.

(b)
EPA Stage I Rules







David Collier/Discussion

On November 9th, EPA put out a proposed rule for Stage I vapor recovery.  It looks like EPA is not proposing to be as stringent as they could be.  Especially with gasoline retailers, where it is looked at as an option.  It also has a focus on urban areas.  Is anyone tracking this rule and is WESTAR going to comment on it?

Dave McNeill sent some ideas to NACAA – vapor balance system (option 3) looks like it might be better, but they seem to be focused on bottom fill tanks.  For regional ozone concerns, we are interested in what their thinking was related to this and regional ozone.

David Collier – Think EPA should be requiring vapor balance everywhere. 

Dave McNeill – If refineries not set up for this, it might need some work at the refineries to make this happen and increase costs.  But if it is available, it appears pretty expensive.

Bob Jeffrey – Aren’t the refineries already controlled for load out, etc..under another rule.

David Collier – Rule seems weak at the last step of the distribution chain. 

Dave McNeill – Excess VOC is not 

Comments due January 8th.  We could share comments and put them out to the Planning Committee and then we can work to get ideas for state comments.  Not enough time to pull together WESTAR comments.

(c)
Oil & Gas Conference







Cheryl Heying


Patrick Barickman (UT) has a proposal for an oil and gas conference.  Outline gives some thoughts on a workshop or meeting among WESTAR states on this issue.  Oil and gas issue is conducive to multi-state approach.  There is a lot of development near state borders and modeling lends itself to regional approach.  There are different studies being conducted and it would be good to share the information and look at it in a more regional way.  Perhaps there are planning related issues that could also be discussed and shared.

It seems that it would be useful for planners and technical committees to share ideas.  This might be a good reason to get together.  Any feedback would be useful on whether there is interest in doing this and then we could work on putting together an agenda.  This is something to think about as we move through the spring and the summer.  The timing would probably be mid-summer to early fall of the coming year.  Please provide feedback to Cheryl/Patrick, Jeff Gabler, or Bob Lebens.  Don Arkell noted that this topic might fit with some of the haze work that is being done this coming year as well.

(d)
Ozone Standard Revisions - potential non-attainment areas?

Discussion




The EPA staff paper and CASAC letter in looking at the 8-hour ozone standard.  UT looked at CASAC letters and would have violations in national parks as well as urban sites.  What are we going to do about this and regional nature of it.  Might want to track this for your state.  WY monitors are pretty much all in national parks.  Every monitor is in trouble.  There could be huge sections of non-attainment in the West.  This could lead to interesting non-attainment plans, when background is above the standard.  Where do you go with control strategies?  CAIR program in East, may not even be enough control.  May want to get more engaged in tracking the progress of the new standards and how they would be implemented.  Hard to push energy development and lower ozone standards.  More FRM monitors are needed in rural areas as well.

(e)
Quality Management Plans






Tina Anderson/Discussion

Tina has talked to UT about QMPs.  This is a requirement that has been placed on states as part of their grant agreements.  Organize and report back to EPA on how your program is run.  WY has not been doing this – put this in the monitoring portion of PPA but applies to whole program.  AK and ID have submitted QMPs.  ID is for the whole department, plus QAPP for air monitoring program.  SD also have one for their department and focuses on environmental sampling.

3.
TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Regional Haze Planning Update





Don Arkell

· Court of Appeals decision on the lawsuit related to the EPA BART rule. Court threw out those petitions and upheld EPA rule.

· EDMS transfer is about complete from Pechan to ARS.  Folks have been taking a look to make sure everything is still working and ARS will then begin to work on new updates, etc.

· IWG meeting last week – concerns with states schedules for BART determinations due to complications arising from the time it takes to do the engineering analyses and reviews.  Don is compiling new estimates of timelines and will be getting those out for review.  Want to make sure planning staffs are talking with permitting staffs to be sure timelines are realistic.  This plays into how we will be handling the modeling.  There was also good discussion on how to approach reasonable progress demonstrations and several states agreed to try out the approach and report back. Also looked at training requirements and needs for TSS. 

· Staff change within the WRAP.  Lee Alter is leaving the WRAP at the end of January for family reasons.  Lee Gribovicz appears to be retiring from WY and will assume some of Lee’s duties.

(b) 
110(a)(2)(d) SIPs







Updates from States

UT – took SIP to AQ board and it is out for public comment.  Brenda South at Region 8 has been quite helpful in making this go smoothly.


WY – public hearing on Dec 11, closed comment period.  Trying to get packaged and finalized.  Followed UT very closely.


MT – about finished with drafts and will then go out to public comment.


AK - trying to pair it up with the rulemaking, might be a little late.


OR – trying to pair it up with the rulemaking, might be a little late.

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS/OPEN MICROPHONE:




Anyone

(a) 
Open Microphone

Cheryl wondered if anyone make comments on the minor source permitting program on Indian Country?  No one responded affirmatively.  It might be good reading for those with large reservations.

Dave McNeill – map of probable non-attainment areas – need to send out a reminder to have states send them in so we can finish this up.

(b) Topics for Upcoming Meetings – Any topics please send to Cheryl or Alice.

5.
Confirm Next Conference Call Date for January 4, 2007


Alice Edwards


MEETINGS/CALLS:

NACAA Criteria Pollutants Committee Monthly Call, 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern Time, January 24, 2007; (866) 365-4406, access code 1398016# 

WRAP meetings and calls: See WRAP web site http://www.WRAPAir.org
