AGENDA
WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

December 1, 2011, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. PST

(2:00-3:00 MST; 3:00-4:00 CST; 12:00-1:00 AST, 11:00 AM-12:00 HDT)
Number: (800) 244-9194    Access Code: 107484


Participants:  Alice E, Cindy H--AK; Diane A, Corky M, Lisa--AZ;  Karen M--CA; Theresa H, Curt T, Lisa C--CO; Keith M--HI; --ID; Bob J--MT; --ND; Gail C--NM; contingent--NV; Brian F--OR; Brad S--SD; Dave M--UT; Doug S, Julie O, Laurie HM--WA; Tina A--WY; Bob L, Don A--WESTAR; --NPS; Janice P—USFS; 

Tom M--WRAP
1.
CALL TO ORDER: 
Karen Magliano
(a)
Notes for this call:  California
(b)
Review October 6th meeting notes –Thanks Hawaii! – The notes were approved as written
2.
ACTION ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
ReCap of SO2 Comment Letter






            Dave McNeil

         (see attachment)

Dave McNeil provided an overview of the letter approved by the Air Directors.  The letter focuses on two key concerns: 1) mission creep in the requirements for 110(a) SIPs, and 2) use of modeling to demonstrate attainment.  Various people commented that they were happy that WESTAR was able to develop a letter as NACAA was unable to come to a consensus position.  Doug Schneider of Washington noted that Washington agreed with some, but not all of the points in the letter and so the WESTAR letter does state that Washington was submitting separate comments on its own behalf.  Other states submitting individual letters echoing the WESTAR comments include Arizona, Alaska, Hawaii, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming.  States can email their final letters to Karen for distribution to the planning committee.  Karen thanked Dave for his efforts on preparing the letter.
(b)
Scope of Work for Regional Haze Rule Comments Workgroup
 
        Karen/Theresa Amoroso


(see attachment)

Karen described the scope of work for the workgroup that was approved by the Air Directors.  Theresa Hilton will head up the workgroup, which will begin monthly conference calls starting in January.  The group discussed who from EPA might participate in the group.  Tina Anderson reported that Colleen McKaughan and Tom Webb of EPA Region 9 were both very busy, but were willing to review final recommendations.   Bob Lebens had also spoken to Phil Lorang and Rhea Jones of OAPQS about potential participation; however it may also be limited due to other ongoing workload.  Bob will also talk to Pat Brewer and Janice Peterson about FLM participation.  Planning Committee members interested in participating in the workgroup should email Theresa.     
3.
TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)    Status of Comment Letter on Infrastructure SIPs 
Gail Cooke


Gail Cooke described the contents of the draft comments which focus on: 1) delays in release of guidance 

for preparing infrastructure SIPs, and 2) the growing nature of the requirements, and guidance which is ambiguous and inconsistent.  While there is not set date for finalizing the letter, Gail asked that people try and get her any comments by the end of December.

4.
DISCUSSION ITEMS/OPEN MICROPHONE:
(a)
PM2.5 AQI Values
Janice Peterson


Janice Peterson reported that she noticed during the past summer’s wildfires, that a number of states were using slightly different cutpoints for determining PM2.5 AQI values.  Several states including Washington and Alaska noted that they had developed their own cutpoints because EPA never promulgated rulemaking to update the AQI when the 24-hour standard was revised.  The group discussed their hope that EPA will be more prompt in updating the AQI with any future PM2.5 standard revisions. 

(b)    Revisiting Regional Haze Natural Conditions
Brian Finneran

Brian Finneran discussed the need to revisit Regional Haze natural conditions before the 2018 SIP submissions given concern about the role of fire in the West and its natural return interval.  Brian suggested that it might be appropriate to start this effort now.  Tom Moore reported that an update to the natural conditions values had been done in 2006 to better account for things such as sea salt and elevation differences in Rayleigh scattering.  However, Tom noted that more could be done, such as the concept of being able to specify the natural conditions component of each sample.  Keith and Alice suggested that they also had interest in the impacts of sulfur from volcanoes.  There was general support to initiate an effort on this via two routes: 1) the RH rule workgroup will look at commenting on the need to revise the rule to provide for periodic review and updates to natural conditions, and 2) Tom and Bob will work on a proposal that could be presented to the Air Directors seeking EPA financial support.      
(c)
Open Microphone?

None
(d)
Future Agenda items?



Tom suggested that the schedule for the WRAP’s WESTJUMP modeling project be discussed at the next 

call on January 5th, 2012.


5.
LOOMING/ANTICIPATED DEADLINES:
??
EPA Fire Policy

??
Release of exceptional events guidance for full public comments


??
EPA to propose PM NAAQS 

12/2011
EPA 120 day letters on recommended Ozone designations
01/22/12
EPA finalizes NO2 Designations, first round

02/2012
EPA 120 day letters on recommended SO2 designations

06/2012
EPA finalizes Ozone designation/boundary recommendations for 0.075 ppm standard

DATE FOR THE NEXT CONFERENCE CALL:
January 5th, 2012
MEETINGS/CALLS:  WRAP Meetings http://www.WRAPAir2.org; NACAA/EPA Criteria Pollutant Committee call 12/21 @10:30AM PDT; ECOS Air Committee, see ECOS web site  www.ecos.org

