AGENDA notes
WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

November 6, 2008, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. PST

(3:00-4:00 CST, 2:00-3:00 MST; 12:00-1:00 AKT, 10:00-11:00 HST)
Number: (800) 244-9194    Access Code: 107484


Participants: Janice Peterson-USFS; Dan Johnson, Bob Lebens & Don Arkell -WESTAR; Alice Edwards-AK; Diane Arnst-AZ; Tina Suarez-Murias-CA; Gail Cooke-NM; Sig Jaunarajs-NV; Jean Paul Huys-Clark County NV; Dave McNeill-UT; Julie Oliver & Doug Schneider-WA; Tina Anderson-WY  
1.
CALL TO ORDER: 








Doug Schneider/Diane Arnst
(a)
Who will volunteer to keep notes (keep track of our discussion for the committee’s use)?  
Diane Arnst
(b)
Review October 9 meeting notes (Thanks, Tina - WY).  See e-mail attachment.

Approved
2.
ACTION ISSUE ITEMS:
(a) 
Meeting with EPA on implementation of the Exceptional Events Rule (EER)

Bob Lebens

Bob will update us on this action item from the WESTAR Business Meeting.
Bob reported that Bill Harnett, EPA, has agreed that he and Neil Frank and representatives of the Regional Offices will meet with WESTAR representatives (and possibly other States and Clark County, NV) in February for 1.5 days in San Francisco to discuss EPA’s implementation of the EER.  Topics of concern include the degree of documentation required for concurrence, regional consistency, regional staffing, and timely concurrence.  Participants were asked to provide one contact per State to Bob Lebens to staff an agenda planning call with Harnett to identify desired outcomes, and to identify attendees for the February meeting.  Diane Arnst noted that the sole employee in Region IX assigned to review EE submittals, Bob Pellarino, is leaving for another EPA Division, and that Arizona had submitted documentation for 36 EEs.  Diane also mentioned that Harnett had viewed the “haboob” video at the recent NACAA Fall Membership Meeting in Tempe AZ.  Glacial sediment is another issue that may need to be explained in detail to EPA.  At the WESTAR Business Meeting, Harnett updated the group on the lawsuit challenging EPA’s concurrence with San Joaquin Valley EEs, upon which its redesignation to attainment status hinged.
 (b)
Report on WESTAR Oil & Gas Conference






Dave McNeill
The Conference was held in Denver on October 21-23, 2008.
Presentations are posted on the WESTAR Web.  Dave said the number of  acres for which drilling rights have already been leased is large, and thousand of truck trips/day involving 18-wheelers per oilfield are emitting pollutants that must be considered.  WRAP’s Emissions Inventory Group will look into it.  Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, WRAP, EPA Region 8, and 7 States attended.  The meeting focused on these topics:  (1) Technical Assessments of concentrated areas of development are needed; generally these are not near many ambient air monitors. Coordinated modeling has not been done; a clearinghouse on modeling and a big picture EIS are needed. Source emissions should be aggregated for this purpose.  (2) NEPA Process provoked heated discussion between BLM and EPA; BLM says it leases and is not responsible for lessees’ impacts.   Not all BLM offices agree.  Share NEPA success stories about lease requirements. (3) Permitting and Control Strategies:  Model Minor Source permit conditions should be developed.  Oil & gas exploration occurs largely on Federal or Tribal lands, and one goal is to urge EPA to develop and use a Minor Source Control Strategy BEFORE these areas become nonattainment areas; prevention is the key.  BLM does not think air permits apply; EPA thinks they do. Source emissions should be aggregated for permitting purposes [adjacent to/same SIC code/common ownership issues]  Navajo Lake, N.M., monitor northeast of oil fields  has recorded a violation [77 ppb per Gail Cooke] and will be nonattainment based on the 3-year design value in the Four Corners area (4) Information sharing on emission factors, fees, control factors and contacts (5) Compliance inspector training and information sharing for this sector.         
 (c) 
Update on Woodstove NSPS








Bob Lebens

Bob said EPA is to revise the NPRM in 1 year and issue an NFRM in 2 years.  EPA is collecting information from WESTAR, Hearth Products Association, NESCAUM and others.  As technology improves, certification should be required to a tighter standard.  EPA is also to review current exemptions form the existing New Source Performance Standard for revisions.  Outdoor boilers ideally would be covered in this round of rulemaking.  Hearth Products Assn. has its Annual Trade Show in March.  Next Call:  What changes to you want to see in this NSPS?
(d)
New Agenda Item; Messaging about Biomass Boilers
 Julie Oliver reported that, at the next call, DRAFT high level messages for targeted audiences will be presented.  EPA, NESCAUM, State Forestry and State Air Quality Departments and others met in July and have continued to work on this topic concerning boilers up to 10 MBtu. 
3.
TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Regional Haze Planning Update







Don Arkell

(1)Don discussed the Earthjustice lawsuit demanding Findings of Nonsubmittal of the Regional Haze SIP Revisions, which would start a 2-year FIP clock.  If EPA develops a FIP for a State, its Section 105 grant would be reduced.  WRAP is drafting a 1-page Fact Sheet explaining Western Region progress on these Plans and actual emission reductions achieved.  (2) Don reported that the Air Managers Committee decided the Final Modeling Run with BART reductions will use projected BART.  Eastern Research Group is updating the Emissions Inventory and will project the emissions reductions expected from BART.    (3) Expect a call for EI updates the first 3 weeks of December; the Report February 2009; 8 weeks to run the model; and the goal of May 2009 to complete the Analysis.  Tom Moore is the contact, and details are on the WRAP web page for the Workplan. (4) CALNEX is a developing California model on climate change impacts analysis.  WRAP will explore its use to evaluate regional impacts.    
4. DISCUSSION ITEMS/OPEN MICROPHONE:  (depending on time)



Anyone

(a) 
Open Microphone

Dave and Doug said a 30-day comment period on EPA’s changes to the Fire Policy is not sufficient, especially when EPA added agricultural burning.  The policy/rule has not yet been submitted to OMB.  

Doug relayed sad news about the untimely death of Washington planner Barb Stewart, who had worked on exceptional events and other issues, after an overwhelming staph infection.    
(b)
What would you like to discuss in an upcoming call?  
(1)
Woodstove NSPS desired changes





5. DATE FOR THE NEXT CONFERENCE CALL:  Thursday December 4, 2008  Doug Schneider/Diane Arnst
Regular times!

MEETINGS/CALLS:
WRAP meeting and calls, see WRAP web site for information on meetings and calls  http://www.WRAPAir.org
Technical Analysis Forum, Nov.19, 2008, 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. PST

NACAA Criteria Pollutant Committee, see NACAA web site  http://www.4cleanair.org/
Criteria Pollutants Committee, Nov. 19, 10:30 – 12:00 PST

