WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –01 April 2003

I). Call to order 2:04 PM PDT

-Members present:

Trista Glazier



Kathy Hendricks

Sig Jaunarajs

Doug Decker



Dan Johnson


John Walls

Lee Gribovicz



Dave Nordberg

-The minutes of the March 4th call were reviewed with no changes.


II.) Action Issue Items:


Doug Decker will represent the Committee at the WESTAR Spring Business Meeting in San Francisco  April 10th and 11th.  He will make a 10-minute presentation to the WESTAR board on priority MS issues, based on the committee’s discussions over the past year.  Time permitting, this will include the recent changes to our Workplan.

III). Tracking Issue Items

-The Western Regional Air Parnership (WRAP) continues to grapple with the issue of Mobile Significance (Particularly as it pertains to the 309 rule).  They are currently modeling the anticipated off-Road – ultra-low sulfur diesel phase in 2010.  The question remains as to how WRAP will integrate their findings.

-STAPPA MS and Fuels Committee Issues–  March 25 Conf Call:

1)– EPA (Greg Green) announced $25.5 million school bus cleanup called the “Clean School Bus USA Campaign”.  This will be funded in part out of the Toyota Consent Decree ($20m). Grants in amounts of $50k-$1.5m will be let for retrofits of existing School busses and other diesel vehicles.   CNG conversions will be allowed. EPA has $5.5m in matching funds allocated. There are two different grants available, one through the OTAQ website  http://www.epa.gov/air/grants_funding.html  and the other via an RFA expected in June.
2) - CMAQ Transportation Conformity - Annette Leibe testified before Senate on behalf of STAPPA and American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials(AASHTO)
· AASHTO advocates:

· Extend the grace period from 1 to 3 years for attainment plans

· Combine transportation (3 year) plan with TIP (2years) =5 years

· Shorten planning horizon (20 years) –  to 10 years

Other CMAQ Findings:

You can’t build your way out of congestion 

More CMAQ funds for PM2.5 and 8hour ozone and pending areas

Schedule for reauthorizing Highway act -Supposed to be Sept. 3rd, but it will probably  be delayed.

-STAPPA Conference Call March 31 - Two new conformity rules:  



1-Modify to align w 1999 lawsuit (on hold)

2-Accommodate new ozone and PM2.5 standards 

“Slivers” and “Doughnuts” Areas bring addressed by OTAQ (early summer)

IV). Discussion 

Any analysis of Low Temperature Catalyst research (ref. Last month’s call)?  None

Are any Committee members aware of innovative financing (e.g. public/private partnership) to build large transportation projects (toll roads, bridges etc) Colorado’s C/E470 beltway and California’s San Joaquin Hills Transportation Corridor /Highways 73 and 241 are two possible examples

Meeting Adjourned 2:35 PM – Next Call Tuesday 06 May 2PM PDT
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