WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –07 September 2004

I). Call to order 2:05 PM PDT

-Members participating:

John Walls - AZ


Sig Jaunarajs - NV

Cindy Heil – AK Doug Decker – CO

-The Committee did not have a conference call in August.

II). Action Issue Items:

(a) EPA Non-Road Rule:

Doug will be updating the Survey of States put together by the Committee and presenting it to the WESTAR Council at the fall business meeting.  The survey focuses on state efforts to curb diesel emissions through programs such as anti-idling measures, diesel retrofits, smoke opacity limits, and early introduction of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel.  Doug will be sending the survey to M.S. Committee members.  He asks that you update your state information and promptly return it to him so he can compile the information before the October 4th – 6th WESTAR business meeting. 

II). Tracking Issue Items:

STAPPA Call

Cindy Heil briefed the Committee on the most recent STAPPA call.  

· The EPA and FAA have been negotiating an agreement with stakeholders to limit emissions from airport Ground Support Equipment (GSE).  Stakeholders reached a draft agreement, however, STAPPA/ALAPCO was disappointed with the result and did not forward the agreement to its membership for ratification.  The agreement sets fleet-wide emission standards and thresholds, contains provisions for region-wide averaging, and is focused on ozone non-attainment areas.  Control options include electric or alternative fuel equipment, retrofitting, newer model engines, and gate electrification.  Under the agreement, full compliance would be required by 2010.  STAPPA/ALAPCO concluded that the agreement did not go far enough to reduce emissions and there was no flexibility in the final industry offer.  STAPPA/ALAPCO plans to discuss the agreement with their membership during a September conference call.

· EPA’s Sensitive Populations Retrofit Grant Competition closed on July 2nd after receiving 83 proposals.  $1.5M will be spent on various projects aimed at reducing emissions from construction equipment, buses, port equipment and locomotives.  Announcement of the competition winners will be made in October.

· EPA is developing a guidance document to help determine SIP credits for retrofit programs.  The new guidance is similar in structure to what has been seen in the past with the locomotive and truck anti-idling documents.  The guidance sets up a recipe for starting a retrofit project and how to get pollution reduction credit.  One new element is the inclusion of a retrofit model - a computer software model for undertaking a retrofit project.  After internal review, states will receive the document sometime this fall and be given ample time to comment.

Cindy also summarized the EPA/OBD Stakeholder call.

The call consisted of a question and answer session, which began with pre-submitted questions from state representatives.  Questions concerned issues with specific vehicle makes and models, monitor not ready, tampering, VIN specifications not being followed by some manufacturers, outreach materials, and gas cap testing for 2002 and newer OBD vehicles.  A question came up over which states have not gone pass/fail.  New Hampshire and Virginia have not, but plan to soon; New York is in beta testing; Colorado will not be doing OBD testing since they are in CO attainment have been given discretion by EPA.

IV). Discussion

· Sig Jaunarajs briefed the Committee on the Locomotive and Marine Diesel ANPRM issued by EPA in June.  Comments on the document were accepted by EPA through August 30th.  The National Petrochemical & Refiners Assoc. has expressed concerns that refiners may not be ready to supply the lower sulfur diesel fuel to this segment of the market that will likely be required by the rulemaking.   NPRA President Bob Slaughter commented that, “ … unresolved downstream implementation issues remain – pipeline, terminal, retail distribution – that could adversely impact total supply.”  Officials with STAPPA/ALAPCO have countered that there is a compelling need to control emissions from diesel locomotives and marine vessels because their relative contribution of PM and NOx is anticipated to increase in the future due to expected growth in these sectors and extensive reductions in emissions scheduled to occur from the onroad and nonroad diesel rules.  A final rule is not expected until sometime next year.

· There was a discussion on the priorities of the M.S. Committee and whether the discussion topics of the Committee should be broadened to include other mobile source-related subject matter.  The members agreed that the Committee should continue to be ready to assist the WESTAR Council with their requests related to mobile source issues, and to continue to examine national mobile source issues and trends from the perspective of Western states.

V). Open Microphone

Bob Lebens mentioned that the WRAP Economic Analysis Framework Test Application Status Report, dated September 2004, was available.  The Framework provides consistent and practical guidance for assessing and comparing a broad range of costs, benefits, and other economic impacts associated with alternative emission control strategies for reducing regional haze in the West.  

Sig stated that the revised mobile sources section of the PM2.5 Menu of Options has been completed and is available from STAPPA/ALAPCO.  The next section of the document to be revised concerns stationary sources.

Meeting Adjourned 2:55 PM – Next Call Tuesday 2 November 2004 2PM PST

(312) 461-0184

Access Code: 107484

Note: the October call will be postponed until November since both Sig and Doug will be attending out-of-state meetings that week.

