WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –02 September 2003

I). Call to order 2:05 PM PDT

-Members participating:

Trista Glazier



Sig Jaunarajs


Darrell Hawkins

Doug Decker



Dave Nordberg

Bob Lebens



Rick Boddicker

-There were no formal minutes of the August 5th call (our Conformity training).  The members present agreed to accept the Conformity presentation notes that accompanied the training session to serve as minutes for this meeting.

II). Action Issue Items:

-Nonroad Rule comments:


The Committee completed drafting Comments to the EPA nonroad rule on August 1st.  These Comments went to the WESTAR Council, were revised, finalized and transmitted to EPA on August 19th .  Committee members were subsequently sent a final version as approved by The Council.


There was some concern expressed by individual committee members over the “Softer” tone and deleted issues of the final version as approved by the Council, over what the Committee had discussed and presented in its draft.  Specifically the issues of small refiner sulfur exemptions and large engine emissions standards had been extensively modified from the draft.  Doug and Margie (Perkins) had presented the Committee’s draft before the Council on an August 12th conference call. There was considerable discussion and modification made on that call, in order to gain the consensus of the Council and come up with an acceptable set of comments that represented western states issues as a whole.

-Fall Business Meeting

The WESTAR Fall Business Meeting will be held in Seattle on September 16-18.  Trista will attend and represent the MS Committee.  She has prepared a brief report on Committee activities and priorities for the Council.  Details of this report were discussed.

III). Tracking Issue Items:

-OBD – EPA Stakeholder’s Group Call

Trista presented for Cindy.  Items of discussion on this latest call included:


-Will OBD/service information be available in foreign languages?

-Focus groups are being held with technicians to gain information on running of monitors

-National Auto Service Task Force is developing an “OEM Matrix” No details of what this is were available

-There is more information available every day on the EPA high mileage  study.  This data is available to stakeholder group members.

-Dual testing – both tailpipe and OBD simultaneously – is still a hot issue

-The feds have stepped up anti-tampering efforts in the aftermarket, with 208 enforcement letters sent out recently.  The focus seems to be on the sale of oxygen sensor simulators and catalyst removal ‘straight pipes’. 

-OBD data from States and studies appear to indicate recent reductions in communications problems over earlier models.  Whether this is a function of improved technology or more program experience is unclear.

-There was no STAPPA MS call this month.

-Upcoming Conferences:


There are three upcoming conferences that may be of interest to Committee members.  Doug reminded members that WESTAR may have travel funds available, if the conference addresses issues in the MS Committee workplan.

· NARSTO Workshop on Innovative Methods for Emission-Inventory Development and Evaluation. University of Texas, Austin 14-17 October, 2003

· SAEWG – EPA’s Standing Air Emissions Work Group: Monitoring, Modeling, and Inventory Workshop October 8th
· North American Motor Vehicle Emissions Control Conference November 2-5 in Chattanooga TN.

Of the three above, the Committee determined that the NAMVECC was the only appropriate one for us to attend.  There being no volunteers, Doug volunteered to attend NAMVECC and report back to The Committee and the WESTAR Council.

IV). Discussion

None

Meeting Adjourned 2:35 PM – Next Call Tuesday 07 October 2PM PDT

(312) 461-0325

Access Code: 107484

