WESTAR Mobile Sources Conference Call

Meeting Minutes - August 14, 2007 
1. CALL TO ORDER

Attendees: Cindy Heil, David Nordberg, Bob Lebens, Don Arkell, Sig Jaunarajs, Clint Farr

2. TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS

2a. OBD Stakeholder Call: Cindy Heil 

Cindy recapped the June 20 OBD Stakeholder call. The minutes are in Attachment A of this document.

The group further discussed the latest in tampering news.  Past mobile source committee meetings have discussed diesel engine devices.  The device discussed in the OBD call allows one to remove the car’s catalyst without triggering any problem with the down stream oxygen sensor.  OECA is pursuing these cases to the extent their limited resources allow. Some device manufacturers are being brought to the courts.

2b. NACAA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee - Dave Nordberg

The last committee call was May 22nd. The call basically covered the agenda of this meeting, thus we proceeded with Action Issue Items.

3. ACTION ISSUE ITEMS

3a. Update on comments related to the proposed rule: Control of Emissions of Air Pollution from Locomotives and Marine Compression-Ignition Engines Less than 30 Liters per Cylinder.
The comment period for this rule is past. The few comments that were provided by states were primarily positive of this rule; basically “keep up the good work” comments. There was some desire for regulations on rebuild engines and pushing EPA to establish emission controls through international treaty. Some criticisms revolved around a loss in energy/power associated with these rules leading to more expense for shipping companies and more fuel consumption which in turn may lead to increase in greenhouse gas emissions.

Later in the call Don Arkell mentioned EPA will still take comments.  There were no comments to WRAP from Tribes and a few states. Thus, there was little impetus for WRAP to submit comments. Dan asked for further input from states and tribes who have not commented.

3b. Update on GHG and efforts to preempt state programs to control GHG from motor vehicles

Section 109 of the Clean Air Act allow states to petition EPA for more stringent air quality regulations and tougher programs than the federal baseline.  With California in the lead (applying in December 2005), a number of states have applied for programs to control green house gases. The EPA has not rendered a decision.  During this wait for EPA to make a decision, NACAA has sent a letter in support of state control and a number of congressional bills have been introduced bolstering both sides of the issue. EPA recently lost a supreme court decision to Massachusetts that GHG can be regulated as a pollutant. EPA has recently moved the California petition to public comment. If the petition is not acted on by EPA within 180 days (from when?) California threatens to sue. Other states have not joined the petition but are waiting on the sidelines.

3c. Control of emissions from small non-road spark ignition engines - Sig
These proposed rules impact small nonroad and marine engines. The effected marine engines include stern drives and inboards, and outboards and personal watercraft.  There are standards for HC, NOx, and CO, and there are evaporative standards.  The inboards have car-like engines allowing for more stringent controls, where outboards and personal watercraft have less stringent controls.  Most emission benefits come from improved combustion design and improved control technology. The controls will be phased in from 2009 to 2012 and the comment period ended on August 3rd.

NACAA comments were mostly favorable of the new rule.  Dave mentioned the rules will result in nearly a 90% reduction in emissions over base line.  The proposed rules are court ordered.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Fall Business Meeting

This year’s Fall Business Meeting will take place in Boulder Colorado, September 17-21. This year the meeting will focus less on budget and more on a discussion of priorities and the general activities of the WESTAR committees.

OPEN MICROPHONE

None
NEXT CONFERENCE CALL DATE

	October 16, 2007


Attachment A: Summary of 6/20/07 OBD State Call

Recap of I/M Solutions
· The meeting was well attended with good discussion on a variety of topics.  The presentations will be posted on the I/M Solutions web site in the near future.  The next meeting will likely be held in conjunction with the CSU conference in the fall.

Update on Appendix D
· A final report has been distributed to stakeholders.  

· We are working on getting out a Version 1 Update of App D that would focus on those listing those vehicles exhibiting over 30% Not Ready rates.  Version 1 will focus on vehicles > 8500 lb GVWR that should not be OBD tested and those vehicles that have existing TSBs or recalls.

· ARB is planning to test a 1996-1998 2.0L Hyundai Sonata A/T and a 1996-1998 Hyundai Accent 1.5L and EPA has some funding and will also test some vehicles.  EPA will be doing some testing on MY96 Geo/Chevy Trackers.  If time and resources permit, Kia Sephias & Kia Sportages will also be tested.  Depending upon our ability to recruit vehicles, we hope to being testing this fall, with completion in 2008.  
· A Version 2 Update will then focus on those vehicles with a >30% Not Ready rate.  Work on this update will include looking at any test results from ARB and EPA, examining Readiness Fingerprints and discussing these findings with the OEMs.

· CARB reported they have been having difficulty recruiting Hyundais for testing but are working with BAR to look at some of their data. 
Update on Grant for OBD Information Exchange
· EPA announced that the OBD Information Exchange Grant has been officially awarded to Weber State University.  EPA has in place a 5 year vehicle for the grant and to date has funded the first year at $75k.  To date, the second year of the grant has been funded at $60k.  Patty Klavon will be managing the grant for EPA and can be reached at klavon.patty@epa.gov or 734-214-4476.

Update on FACA Workgroup
· A FACA workgroup meeting was held in conjunction with the I/M Solutions meeting to discuss comments on the draft report.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 21, 2007 to complete this work with the goal of finalizing the report very soon.
Flex Fuel Document
· Over the past several months, EPA has been working with manufacturers who produce flex-fuel vehicles to develop a report on any potential testing issues with this subset of vehicles.  A draft of the report was distributed to the stakeholders on June 19.  Arvon Mitcham will be working with a subset of stakeholders to gather comments and update the document as necessary with the intent of finalizing the report in the September 2007 timeframe.

· Questions were asked about the impact of E10 on these vehicles as E10 may become the standard fuel.  The document will attempt to clarify what impact (if any) and specifically, on which vehicles, use of E10 fuel will have so IM administrators can be prepared. 
BMW Recall Update

· CARB and EPA have been alerted that BMW intends to recall certain Sequential Manual Gearshift-equipped BMWs to fix a problem that causes no-communication with some I/M station and generic scan tool equipment (see attached). This problem is caused by a glitch in the transmission control unit software, a glitch that will be corrected with a software update which will not be available until January 2008.  BMW is requesting that states take this into consideration if they see these vehicles come into their lanes.  BMW intends to post information on the OBD Clearinghouse and get in contact with states directly to notify them of the problem.  The table below lists the vehicles affected by this issue.  Please note that only the SMG-equipped variants (identifiable by presence of “paddle”-shifter levers on the steering wheel) of the below models are affected—normal A/T or M/T cars within these models are not affected.  

MY
 
Test group

Model

2004  

4BMXV03.0SMG    
525i, 530i (6-cylinder)

      




4BMXV04.4LEV
545i, 645Ci (V8)

2005

5BMXV03.0SMG
530i (6-cylinder)

5BMXV04.4LEV
545i, 645Ci (V8)

2006

6BMXV03.0N52
530i (6-cylinder)

6BMXV04.8UL2
550i, 650i (V8)

2007

7BMXV03.0N52  
530i (6-cylinder)
Gas Cap Testing on OBD Vehicles
· A state asked about the credit available for gas testing for OBD equipped vehicles.  EPA needs to investigate this issue further and will provide an update to stakeholders in the near future.
Medium-duty Vehicles Equipped with OBD
· A state asked about OBD testing of medium-duty vehicles and how to find a comprehensive list of which of these vehicles given that CARB and EPA have different OBD phase-in requirements for this category of vehicles.  The OBD Clearinghouse and CARB have done some work in this area.   We will look into the status of that work and update stakeholders as further information becomes available.

Potential Tampering Device

· A state has discovered a device available at aftermarket parts stores that claims to reprogram the ECU to enhance vehicle performance.  At least one regional office was working with EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA), but states should send information about potential tampering devices directly to Ann Wick at OECA (wick.anne@epa.gov, 202-564-2063) and Tom Ball in OTAQ (ball.tom@epa.gov, 734-214-4002). 

CARB Testing Equipment
· CARB is in the process of developing specs for their next generation analyzer equipment.  CARB may be contacting individual states for their feedback and specs to help inform their process. 
Next Call

· The next call is scheduled for Wednesday, August 8, 2007 1:00pm eastern time.

