June 16th, 2009
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (Pacific)

Number - 800.244.9194, Access Code: 107484


CALL TO ORDER

Becky Cripe (NV), Cindy Heil (AK), Clint Farr (AK), Dave Nordberg (OR), John Raymond (WA), and Peter Verschoor (UT)


1. TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS

	a) NACAA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee


	Dave Nordberg

	b) OBD Stakeholder Call  
	Cindy Heil




2. ACTION ISSUE ITEMS

	WESTAR council call
	Bob Lebens/Becky Cripe

	ARRA stimulus. Did you apply? What is your project?
	Everybody

	Selection of a new Co-chair 
	Everybody

	OTHER?
	


3. DISCUSSION ITEMS

4. OPEN MICROPHONE

Thoughts on topics for next call
5. NEXT CONFERENCE CALL DATE

August 5th, 2009 at 2:00 pm
a) NACAA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee

Dave Not Available for Call will ask for latest notes. 

b) OBD Stakeholder Call  
Cindy Heil

Highlights from May 6, 2009 State OBD Call

Attendees:

Region 1 –NH-DES, ME-DEP

Region 2 – EPA Region 2, NY-DEC

Region 3 – VA-DEQ, MD-OE, PA
Region 4 – GA-EPD, TN, NC-DAQ

Region 6 – LA-DEQ, TX-CEQ
Region 7 – MO-DNR, EPA Region 7

Region 9 – NV-DMV, CA (ARB), CA-BAR

Region 10 – AK-DEC

EPA OTAQ Headquarters: Dave Sosnowski, Arvon Mitcham, Patty Klavon, Gene Tierney

Weber State University/OBD Clearinghouse:  Dennis Miller, Chuck Gee

1.  Review of meeting notes from 1/21/09

· No comments received from the state OBD group

· Several revisions from the March 11, 2009 notes:

Revised section:
· 1996 Eagle Talon Issue Update (Arvon Mitcham)
· Chrysler has isolated the vehicle.  The non-turbo version has a Chrysler engine while the turbo version has a Mitsubishi engine;

· Eagle Talon: the turbo version does not have the ability to reflash the controller; therefore, these vehicles should be treated like the Mitsubishi mentioned in Appendix D of EPA’s OBD-I/M implementation guidance (e.g., ignore readiness); 

· The following is a complete list of Chrysler/Dodge and Eagle vehicles that behave like the Mitsubishi vehicles:

· 1996 MY:  Dodge Stealth, Eagle Summit, and Eagle Summit Wagon (all engines);

· 1996-1998 MY:  Eagle Talon with 2.0L turbo engine (EBG)

· The Eagle Talon non-turbo version and all other Eagle badge vehicles, as well as the Dodge Avenger and Chrysler Sebring, do have the ability to reflash the controller;

· Chrysler is offering a lifetime extended warranty on the 1996 Eagle Talon non-turbo version which includes this reflash

· This information will be posted to on the OBD Clearinghouse website.

· 2003 Dodge Dakota issue update:  Chrysler (not EPA) is still in discussions with CARB. 

2. OBD Clearinghouse update (Weber State- Dennis Miller)
· Weber State continues to update the OBD Clearinghouse website – per consultation with OBD steering committee members;

· Web-site appears to be working well;

· NCDAQ mentioned that the map with state programs continues to list contacts for Kentucky; Kentucky is in attainment and no longer does vehicle emissions testing.  Also, John Goins has a new phone number.

· Dennis Miller will review the contact section and make appropriate changes.

3. OBD Technical Training:  Three-day training from May 12-14 at CAST/Weber State University in Utah 
· All 20 slots have been filled for the three-day training course;

· The following states will have staff attending the training:  TN (VIP/Metro Public Health Department), NV-Department of Motor Vehicles, NM, UT (Counties of Salt Lake, Weber, Davis, Washington, Cache, Utah)

4. Draft MOVES 2009 and OBD-I/M Credit: Implications and ramifications (OTAQ-Dave Sosnowski, Gene Tierney)
· EPA released the draft MOVE2009 on April 8, 2009 and is asking for comments by July 2009;

· One of the things reviewers will notice when they try modeling I/M with draft MOVES2009 is that I/M gets noticeably less credit than under MOBILE6.2;

· This reduction in credit is especially noticeable for the OBD-equipped portion of the I/M subject fleet;

· In listening to EPA’s explanation of why this is, call participants may have gotten the impression that MOVES2009 includes some sort of I/M credit adjustment to reflect recent findings about how frequently people respond to a lit MIL by getting repairs in areas not subject to I/M.  That is not the case.  The following is a clarification:

· The difference between OBD-I/M credit in MOBILE6.2 vs. draft MOVES2009 is due to the fact that MOBILE6.2 assumed that motorists in non-I/M areas would respond at extremely low rates to the MIL once a vehicle is out of warranty; MOVES bases its I/M credit on actual test data from I/M programs and non-I/M base emission rates on data from non-I/M vehicles. 

· One reason the difference between I/M and non-I/M areas in draft MOVES2009 is smaller than that in MOBILE6.2 – particularly for the OBD-equipped portion of the fleet – is that the MIL response rate for non-I/M vehicle owners appears to be higher than the MOBILE6 assumption; this conclusion is supported by a CRC study that looked at motorist response to MIL illumination; while EPA does not fully agree with this particular study, we believe it is directionally correct.

· Thus, the CRC study is being used to explain some of the I/M credit differences reflected in the data upon which MOVES2009 is based; the CRC study was not used to “adjust” how MOVES treats I/M credit or non-I/M emission rates; again the latter are derived strictly from test data on non-I/M vehicles.

· In addition to the OBD-I/M credit issue discussed above, call participants also asked if it was true that draft MOVES2009 does not include inputs for modeling an anti-tampering program (ATP)  

· ANSWER: Unlike MOBILE6.2, draft MOVES2009 does not include inputs for ATP

· EPA will address how to account for the enhanced I/M performance standard requirement for ATP with MOVES in conjunction with the official release of MOVES2009.

· MOBILE6 had only a nominal amount of credit for ATP based upon EPA’s observation that many of the visual checks are either poorly performed, obsolete, or of only limited effectiveness; thus, states considering dropping an existing ATP program should be able to do so without significantly affecting emission reduction benefits of the I/M program.  Appropriate SIP amendments would be required to do so of course.  

· Prior to dropping an existing ATP program, however, states should weigh whether there are other, potential, non-SIP-related benefits from the program that should be taken into consideration. 

5. Nissan OBD equipment failures/fine (Mike McCarthy, CARB)
· California re-vamped the regulation in 2002 to tighten up OBDII    regulations for 2004 and later MY vehicles;

· Regulatory changes require manufacturers to have properly running vehicle OBD diagnostic monitors;

· Manufacturers must implement any changes to meet the revamped regulations for 2004-2005 MYs;

· Nissan knew that they had problems with several issues (see below) but didn't address them - CA found out and fined them;

· There will not be any in-use recalls or in-use action on these vehicles; this will apply across the board for nearly all 2005-2007 MYs;

· Software will not be corrected - 2008 and later MYs are fine -don't have the above issues;

· Problems that Nissan failed to remedy per the revamped regulations:

· Mass air flow sensor diagnostic on Nissan vehicles (2005-2007 MY's) wasn't designed to run frequently in the real world unless the vehicle is going up a sustained grade/hill;

· Engine coolant temperature sensor on Nissan vehicles (2005-2007) isn't monitored for all failures (e.g, getting stuck at a high temperature) because Nissan failed to create a diagnostic to catch such problems; this failure mode is expected to be very rare in the real world and may cause overt indications to the driver (hot/overheat warnings, engine start problems). 

· Thermostat monitor malfunction on 2007 Nissan Altima hybrid (only vehicle affected) - Nissan didn't design a robust diagnostic for this; a vehicle could intermittently falsely pass a malfunctioning thermostat if the car is driven a long time to enable it to warm up, then stopped and re-started within a certain time window.  Fault still has to be detected twice in a row to turn the MIL on or three times in a row to turn the MIL off so most of the time, fault and MIL illumination will be normal but very odd driving patterns could cause the MIL to turn on and off (after 3 'warm' trips in a row) and then back on (once a colder trip happens);
6. 2006 Chevy Cobalt intermittent communications (Mike McCarthy, CARB)
· On CAN vehicles;

· 10% of engine ECU fails to respond to one of the messages, only if asked again will it respond - this is random and intermittent - won't likely affect whether a vehicle passes or fails the OBD diagnostic test;

· Have other states had problems with this?

· Problem is not an "unsupported" monitor”;
· GM doesn't want to spend money recalling vehicles with this problem but is willing to put together a reflash - is this an adequate resolution or should GM create some guidelines to deal with this issue?

· Comments:

· NY is working with GM and I/M vendors to figure out how to get the diagnostic tool to recognize that it missed a response.

Next steps:

Mike agreed to provide more details (i.e., VIN string) for the group and seek response via email (done as of 5/8/09).
7. Next Call
Wednesday, July 8, 2009, 1-2pm eastern

Dial-in #:  (866) 299-3188

Confirmation #:  (734) 214-4476

3. Action Items:

WESTAR redefining committee’s



Everybody

John Raymond (WA) – Where does the information for this committee go? Is WESTAR getting updates about what is discussed? Do they have an Agenda for us? 

Bob Lebens (WESTAR) – Generally WESTAR committee’s need to provide updates to the organization when they feel strongly about a certain topic or want WESTAR to entertain a certain idea. WESTAR feels that as long as there is utility for participates then that is a worthwhile reason to continue with calls.

John Raymond (WA) – Interest lies with vehicle inspection, the new MOVES model conversion. He doesn’t report the WESTAR Mobile Source call to his supervisors it is basically for his on utility and just general interest on what other States are doing or were our specific interest lay. 

Becky Cripe (NV) – Generally in the same boat as John, I don’t report to my bureau Chief about these calls, I participate to learn about others area of expertise as well as a learn device for issue I am not familiar with. 

John Raymond (WA)- Expressed that they committee start meeting on a quarterly basis with maybe a topic or issue each participate is working on. That meetings could also be called when important issues have developed. 

Becky Cripe (NV) – Will try and figure out a way to get more participates involved from other States, How to promote the committee so others would like to listen in or contribute. Will to entertain others ideas for this committee. 

Transition to MOVES 



Everybody

Topic not really discussed do to lack of participates. See Cindy’s notes from the OBD call for more information in regards to issues that are being seen in the comment period which ends in July. 
Selection of a new Co-chair 
Since a co-chair is currently not in place and I am scheduled for a C-section on August 10th. I have scheduled a WESTAR Mobile Source call on Aug 5th at 2 pm to discuss what we would like to see out of this committee. Please mark your calendars. We will resume our meeting in November when I am back from maternity leave.

�Is this the correct date?





