WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –05 April 2005

I). Call to order 2:03 PM PDT

-Members participating:

Cindy Heil - AK

Sig Jaunarajs – NV 

Doug Decker – CO


John Raymond - WA

Gail Cooke – NM

John Walls - AZ

-WESTAR Staff:

Bob Lebens




-The minutes from the March 1st call were approved.  The Committee welcomed Gail Cooke from New Mexico who will be sitting in for Heather Lancour.

II). Action Issue Items:

(a) Biodiesel Issues 
Doug has received input from several experts on the issue of biodiesel clouding.  Biodiesel fuel that appears cloudy is being delivered to bulk fuel tanks operated by several fleets in Colorado resulting in a grayish-white residue deposited on diesel engine fuel filters.  Biological growth has been ruled out and the problem seems to be glycerin formation in the fuel.  The trans-esterification process, which produces biodiesel, can result in the formation of soap-like compounds including glycerin.  This does not normally occur if the fuel is manufactured to exact specifications.  Experts have recommended keeping samples of each batch of B100 so that chemical analyses can be performed and problems detected early.  The National Biodiesel Board continues to provide assistance in this matter. 

(b) CA Diesel Engine Reflash Issue 

California is moving ahead with a mandate that all affected 1993-1999 on-road heavy-duty diesel trucks must have their engine management computers reflashed to reduce NOx emissions.  This mandate replaces a voluntary program, which was not thought to be effective due to the lower than expected rate of diesel engine overhauls.  The Engine Manufacturers Association (EMA) is challenging this move in court, contending that it is in conflict with a legally binding agreement between the EMA and the California Air Resources Board that initiated the voluntary program.

(c) Research Program for Emissions Testing of Mexican Trucks
The state of Arizona has been working with the mobile source testing firm ESP on a method to test emissions from trucks entering the U.S. at the Mexican border.   The proposed system utilizes remote sensing technology to measure PM as trucks roll through the border-crossing complex at slow speed.  A pilot study was set up at the Nogales, AZ border post, which consisted of an instrumented “tunnel” and a portable emissions analyzer and the J1667 opacity test to verify remote sensing results.  Test results will be available in May 2005. Emissions from Mexican-based trucks are of concern to western states since these trucks are generally thought to have higher mileage and are not as well maintained as U.S. trucks.  Mexican trucks are currently limited to a 20-mile zone along the border.  A recent Supreme Court ruling, however, means U.S. highways will soon be open to these vehicles under the provisions of the North American Free Trade Agreement.

(d) Spring Business Meeting

The WESTAR Spring Business Meeting will be held in May.  Doug asked for suggestions of mobile source topics to bring up to the WESTAR Council.  Topics that relate to policy issues and mobile source initiatives during the last 6 months are appropriate.  Several suggestions were made including efforts by Washington and Oregon to opt into the California greenhouse gas initiative for new vehicles.  An update of progress made toward the 2007 on-road diesel engine standards and ultra low-sulfur fuel mandate was also suggested.

II). Tracking Issue Items:

(a) STAPPA and OBD Stakeholder Calls

Cindy Heil gave the committee an update on the STAPPA call, which included a discussion of EPA’s voluntary diesel retrofit program.  EPA encourages the development of new emissions reduction retrofit technologies.  Several technologies are currently under review for certification.  EPA emphasizes that the retrofit manufacturers drive the certification process through the submission of an application.  EPA will not comment on technologies currently in the review process.  EPA also stated that a reciprocity agreement now exists between the California ARB and EPA for the certification of diesel retrofit devices.

EPA also gave STAPPA an overview of biodiesel, an approved retrofit technology.  EPA has verified PM reductions for biodiesel fuel meeting ATSM specifications, though NOx emissions may increase slightly.  EPA provides an online calculator for biodiesel emissions benefits and is working on a “filter” or sampling device that can verify the percentage of biodiesel mixed in with diesel fuel. 

STAPPA held a conference call on the new mobile source computer model MOVES.  The draft version of MOVES is now available, however, it only calculates energy consumption at this time.  Criteria pollutants will be added in the 2006 version, followed by the addition of non-road equipment in 2007.  MOVES is a more robust code than MOBILE 6 that can easily model the emissions from a large, diverse area such as the entire country or a small area of interest such as an intersection or transportation corridor.  MOVES is based on a relational database, which allows updates to be made by simply revising database tables instead of the entire modeling code.

The OBD Technical Work Group conference call included information about the National OBD Clearinghouse (NOBDCH).  The clearinghouse is operated by the Center for Automotive Science & Technology at Weber State University in Ogden, Utah.  NOBDCH provides a venue where vehicle manufacturers submit technical information that can be used by state I/M programs.  EPA has recently been upgrading the capabilities of NOBDCH.

EPA wants to continue the OBD conference calls and recognizes that they are beneficial to states.  Face to face meetings may also be necessary for all stakeholders, perhaps twice per year.  These meetings would supplement the information exchange that usually takes place at national conferences such as the I/M Solutions Conference (May) and the Mobile Sources Clean Air Conference (September).
IV). Discussion

N/A

V). Open Microphone

N/A

Meeting Adjourned 2:56 PM – Next Call Tuesday 5 April 2005 2PM PST

(312) 461-0184

Access Code: 107484

