WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –06 April 2004

I). Call to order 2:09 PM PDT

-Members participating:

Trista Glazier - MT


Sig Jaunarajs - NV

Dave Nordberg - OR

John Raymond - WA


Darrell Hawkins - CA

Doug Decker - CO









-Minutes for the February call were reviewed and approved. The Committee did not have a conference call in March.

II). Action Issue Items:

(a) 2007 On-Highway Diesel Implementation – GAO/EPA Reports:

Doug briefed the Committee on two separate reports that have recently been prepared in response to concerns expressed by various groups on the implementation of the 2007 On-Highway Diesel Rule.  The General Accounting Office (GAO) at the request of the U.S. Congress prepared the first report.  The report largely echoed industry concerns that manufacturers would not be able to design diesel engines meeting the new standards with the performance and reliability characteristics acceptable to the trucking industry.  Overall, the report was mildly critical of EPA’s implementation of the 2007 rule and recommended that financial incentives be directed toward industry to encourage implementation.

In a more thorough assessment, the EPA report reexamined the methodology used to develop the 2007 On-Highway Diesel Rule.  The EPA report rejected the GAO’s findings and concluded that the current state of diesel emission reductions technology was progressing forward sufficiently enough that manufacturers would be able to meet the imposed deadlines.  It was noted that several engine manufacturers, working in collaboration with major trucking lines, will have a number of 2007-spec engines on the road by 2005 in order to accumulate the high mileages needed for reliability/durability testing.  EPA also updated their cost of implementation estimates with figures of $3000 per engine and an increase in fuel costs for ultra low-sulfur diesel of 4 to 5 cents per gallon.  

(b) Committee Officers  New co-chair for March 2004-2005 Term
Sig Jaunarajs with Nevada Division of Environmental Protection was nominated and approved for the position of Committee co-chair that is being vacated by Tritsa Glazier.  The Committee thanked Trista for her efforts during her term as co-chair.

II). Tracking Issue Items:

STAPPA Call


Dave Nordberg briefed the Committee on the March 23rd STAPPA call.  The new 8-hr. ozone conformity rules were discussed, along with SIP preparation guidance.  STAPPA members recognize a need for training in this area and training will be made available with details to follow.


STAPPA members also discussed the question of whether or not individual states should adopt the California Heavy Duty Diesel rule as a way to counter growing opposition to the 2007 federal on-road diesel requirements by the trucking industry.  States wishing to adopt the California rule can learn the steps necessary during the planned April 21 STAPPA conference call.  The American Trucking Associations have expressed concerns over cost and reliability issues related to the new federal requirements.  Several WESTAR Mobile Sources Committee members related that they have responded to high-level inquiries from officials within their state governments concerning the local trucking and petroleum industry view of the 2007 highway diesel rule. 

IV). Discussion

Darrell Hawkins discussed California’s voluntary program to reprogram heavy-duty diesel engine computers affected by the October 1998 consent decree between EPA and the diesel engine manufacturers.  California estimates that 80% of on- road trucks with the so-called “defeat devices” have been serviced to “re-flash” their computers with updated combustion control parameters that will reduce emissions. California instituted the program because it found that trucks were receiving major engine overhauls at a lower-than-expected annual rate.  Federal requirements only call for engine computer programs to be re-flashed when receiving such major engine service.

Darrell also answered questions about California’s experience when state requirements mandated a move from 500-ppm sulfur diesel fuel to 50-ppm sulfur content.  There were problems with o-ring failures and other maintenance issues since sulfur acts as a lubricant in the fuel system.  He anticipated that the rest of the country would face similar issues with the implementation of the 2007 rule, but that the truck service industry would be able to respond and adjust their maintenance practices to accommodate the change.

Meeting Adjourned 3:00 PM – Next Call Tuesday 4 May 2004 2PM PST
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