WESTAR Mobile Sources Conference Call

Meeting Minutes - March 7, 2006 
1. CALL TO ORDER

Attendees: John Raymond, Bob Jeffery, David Nordberg, Bob Lebens, Doug Decker, Sig Jaunarajs, Clint Farr, Cindy Heil
2. ACTION ISSUE ITEMS

2a. Areas in non-attainment for new PM rules – use of mobile source controls - Clint

The Committee discussed the issue of areas designated as non-attainment for the new PM 2.5 rules and if mobile source controls might be used.  Most states agree that wood smoke is the source of primary concern.  Clint stated that mobile sources may be part of the problem in certain areas and questioned if any state would consider using a mobile source controls as part of their strategy.  No western states have any plans to explore mobile source controls for PM 2.5 areas at this time

2b. New EPA Proposed Rule for Air Toxics – Sig

The Committee reviewed the EPA proposed rules for addressing mobile source air toxics (MSATs), released on February 28, 2006.  The proposed rules would lower benzene leves in gasoline, lower non-methane hydrocarbon emissions from vehicles, and reduce evaporative losses from new portable gasoline storage containers.  All committee members stated that MSATs are not yet an issue in their state.  However, several members remarked that they are looking at EPA data (National Air Toxics Assessment) in order to understand the mobile source component of toxic compounds in their respective states.  Most agreed that this proposed rule is a needed federal control, but would have little impact on state and local air quality agency programs.

2c. West Coast Diesel Collaborate and Diesel Retrofits – Clint

Clint updated the committee on a recent West Coast Diesel Collaborate meeting he attended.  Federal funding for diesel retrofit projects was discussed.  Committee members were asked if they had in place, or planned to soon have, a diesel retrofit program of some variety in their state.  Here are the results:

AK, voluntary program

WA, voluntary program – school buses

OR, voluntary program
CO, voluntary program

MT, voluntary program – mining equipment and school buses

NV, voluntary program – rural school buses

The Committee recognized that many states are beginning retrofit programs, now that federal monies are becoming available and retrofit training programs are teaching air quality stakeholders how to implement a program in their area. In that regard, the WRAP Mobile Sources Forum will hold a diesel retrofit boot camp in Denver for states in the central Rocky Mountain area on May 16 and 17.  Another boot camp is being considered for either Phoenix or Las Vegas for the southwest region.

2d. Revisit the Mobile Sources Committee Work Plan – Sig

The Committee reviewed the current Work Plan.  Several suggestions were made on needed updates.  The issue of transportation air quality conformity is no longer a priority issue since the passage of the SAFETEA-LU transportation bill, but the committee will continue to track developments.  Diesel retrofits are now a frequent topic of discussion.  References to the Mobile 6 model should be changed to the MOVES model.  The Committee agreed to not revise the Work Plan before the Spring Business Meeting, but Doug would make revisions as time allowed in the coming weeks.
3. TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS

3a STAPPA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee – Dave 

(No call this month)

3b - OBD Stakeholder Call – Cindy

EPA’s preparation of Appendix D was discussed on the call.  The uncertain future status of the I/M Clearinghouse was also brought up.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
WESTAR Spring Business meeting will be in Las Vegas on March 27-29.  Sig will attend and provide an update on the next call.
OPEN MICROPHONE

None
NEXT CONFERENCE CALL DATE

	April 4, 2006 


