WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –01 March 2005

I). Call to order 2:03 PM PDT

-Members participating:

Cindy Heil - AK

Sig Jaunarajs – NV 

Doug Decker – CO


John Raymond - WA

Dave Nordberg – OR

-WESTAR Staff:

Bob Lebens




-The Committee did not have a conference call in February.

II). Action Issue Items:

(a) WRAP Mobile Sources Forum Nonroad Diesel Retrofit Project
Sig and Doug attended the WRAP Mobile Sources Forum’s workshop meeting on the non-road diesel retrofit project.  The meeting included participants from a variety of perspectives including state air quality regulators, operators of large fleets, officials familiar with EPA’s Voluntary Diesel Retrofit Program, and the WRAP MSF contractor - Emissions Advantage, Inc.  The meeting helped define what final products will come from this project including a retrofit guidance document, information on funding sources, outreach materials, and updates of various other programs related to non-road retrofit.  Once these materials are developed, a conference will be held later in 2005 that will present air quality managers and a broad group of stakeholders with the results of the project.  

(b) Biodiesel Issues 
Doug gave the Committee some additional information on a problem concerning biodiesel fuel recently encountered by several Colorado fleets using this alternative fuel.  Apparently, biodiesel fuel that appears cloudy is being delivered to bulk fuel tanks.  Several days later sedimentation occurs.  After using the fuel, diesel engine fuel filters have a black residue, though this is not a waxing phenomenon.  Several experts have suggested that this is caused by fungus growth; however, early indications are that a fungus is not to blame.  Biocides have been used and early evidence suggests some other cause may be responsible.  The National Biodiesel Board has become involved and has pledged the help of chemists and laboratory testing.  Doug asks that if you have had similar problems in your area to contact him at 303-692-3126.

. 

II). Tracking Issue Items:

(a) STAPPA and OBD Stakeholder Calls

Dave Nordberg gave the Committee an update on the STAPPA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee call.  The Federal Aviation Administration’s Voluntary Airport Low Emissions (VALE) program was discussed.  The program will allow airport sponsors to use the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) funds and Passenger Facility Charges (PFCs) to finance low emission vehicles, refueling and recharging stations, gate electrification, and other airport air quality improvements.  This includes Ground Support Equipment and on-road vehicles, but not aircraft engines.  A separate but related program called the Ground Support Equipment Emissions Retrofit Pilot program will make up to $500,000 of funding available to 10 airports.  Funding can be used for retrofitting existing ground support equipment with emission control technology, or to run on cleaner burning alternative fuels.

The EPA is planning to revise the methodology used to calculate the EPA fuel mileage estimates that are required for all new cars.  Numbers on the familiar EPA mileage window sticker are actually based on emissions levels measured during emissions certification tests, which are then back calculated to obtain the mileage estimate.  Environmental groups have argued that drivers experience lower fuel mileage during real-world driving and the methodology to estimate fuel mileage should reflect that fact. 

Cindy Heil mentioned that individual states have been voicing their concern to EPA over the disbanding of the OBD FACA workgroup.  States will no longer be able to ask experts about issues related to implementation of OBD II testing.  A recent example involves the new Toyota Prius Hybrid.  Most OBD II tests require that the vehicle be running for a short period at the start of the test.  The Prius will not remain running and cannot be tested using the current method.  

IV). Discussion

Sig mentioned that a draft version of the MOVES model for mobile sources has been released.  EPA held a workshop in Ann Arbor, MI on the model.  Additional workshops may be held around the country after the draft version becomes finalized.

V). Open Microphone

Meeting Adjourned 2:55 PM – Next Call Tuesday 5 April 2005 2PM PST

(312) 461-0184

Access Code: 107484

