WESTAR Mobile Sources Conference Call

Meeting Minutes - November 28, 2006 
1. CALL TO ORDER

Attendees: Cindy Heil, Bob Jeffery, David Nordberg, Bob Lebens, Jim Kemper, Dan Herman, Sig Jaunarajs, Clint Farr 
2. ACTION ISSUE ITEMS

2a. EPA Requirement for National Environmental Organizations to Compete for Awards – Bob Lebens briefly told the Committee that the US Inspector General’s Office will require EPA to seek competitive bids for awards such as the one WESTAR receives.  This takes affect in next grant cycle and is expected to improve the grant proposals and performance in many EPA grant programs.

2b. 15 ppm Diesel – We Passed the October 15 milestone – Clint asked the Committee what their respective local experience had been with implementing the new 15 ppm sulfur rule for on-road diesel fuel.  The Committee generally reported no problems with fuel delivery and meeting the new standard.  Clint reported that Alaska has some special exemptions for the diesel fuel delivered to isolated villages in his state.

2c. Are the new fine PM rules effecting transportation control efforts – In light of the rule change tightening the standard for PM2.5, some states intend to look a little more closely at the mobile source contribution to fine PM.  However, most states agree that wood smoke is the source of primary concern in the western region and no changes to mobile source controls are being considered at this time. 

2d. Mobile Sources Conference in Colorado

Sig updated the committee on the recent Mobile Sources Clean Air Conference, hosted in Keystone by the National Center for Vehicle Emissions Control and Safety at Colorado State University.  Some of the topics discussed: there is more confidence in the continued need for and value of I/M programs in urban non-attainment areas (in contrast with last year’s assessment by participants); the I/M FACA Workgroup has been reconvened, which is seen as a positive development by the states struggling to implement the OBDII requirements; OBDII may not always work as intended to identify vehicles that would otherwise fail a tailpipe test, based on a statistical study of high mileage vehicles; use of Biodiesel may not lead to increased NOx emissions – from an NREL study on biodiesel emission profiles on various vehicles and drive traces; MOVES model for mobile emissions is still under development and an updated version which calculates criteria pollutants will be out in 2007; and various other topics.

3. TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS

3a STAPPA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee – Dave gave the Committee an update:

For those who were not aware, STAPPA/ALAPCO is now the National Association of Clean Air Agencies (NACAA).  A study is being prepared concerning new proposed regulations for on-board fuel vapor recovery and the affect it will have on emissions reductions.  New rules are being worked on for new diesel engines in locomotives and marine vessels. Expect release of the proposed rules by early next year.  Rules for intra-coastal vessels are also being considered, however, jurisdictional issues remain.

3b - OBD Stakeholder Call – Cindy

EPA’s rules for I/M testing of flex fuel vehicles are available.  OBDII equipment is required in 2007 diesel vehicles, but specific testing requirements are not clear; discussion of a program to use vehicle identification numbers (VIN) to get at weight class data. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Dan Herman brought up some timely agenda items for a future call, including 

· What approach will states take to calculate mobile emission inventories for the Comprehensive Environmental Reporting Requirement

· How will mobile source emission inventory submittals be approved by EPA

· A discussion SIP modifications coming from mobile source inventories

Bob Lebens brought up the new rules for controlling emissions from gasoline bulk storage, distribution facilities, pipeline facilities, and dispensing facilities.  This prompted a further discussion on an EPA proposal for controlling benzene levels in gasoline which would affect refineries.  A credit trading plan for benzene included in the proposal has concerned some western states, where gasoline benzene levels are much higher than the national average. 

Other suggested agenda items for next meeting include a discussion of EPA’s ozone staff paper and whether the recent election is changing state’s mobile source programs.

OPEN MICROPHONE

None
NEXT CONFERENCE CALL DATE

	January 9, 2007


