WESTAR Mobile Sources Conference Call

November 1, 2005 
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (Pacific)

(312) 461-0184, Access Code: 107484


1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ACTION ISSUE ITEMS

A. Update on WESTAR Fall Business meeting (Sig)

A summary of the Fall business meeting is on WESTAR website.

1. Meeting provided a summary of California activities. They are involved in new efforts to limit port emissions, new greenhouse glass regulations, and agriculture regulations.  

2. In addition to normal “business meeting” type topics (e.g. budget, minutes, per diem rate increases) they talked about training.  WESTAR has a good training budget.  Jeff Gabler is the training coordinator.  Jeff is talking to states about their training priorities related to mobile sources.  Jeff spoke in today’s meeting on how money is also set aside within each committee for their own training priorities.

3. Discussions on regional haze SIP templates.  Colorado is scheduled to go first in the regional haze process. Their SIP product will likely become a template for the rest of the states to use.

4. Dan Johnson gave a summary of his visits with each WESTAR state where he discusses their priorities.  

The top four issues:

1. New PM standards

2. PSD and NSR reform

3. Regional Haze and BART

4. New natural events policy

Also brought up by states are climate change and greenhouse gases, emission from oil and gas production, mercury from power and industry, relationships with other organizations interested in air quality such as STAPPA.

5. Committees – WESTAR air directors see the committees as worthwhile.  Each state’s participation is worthwhile if the committee centers on issues of interest to the participating states.  The Mobile Source committee is considered somewhere between really committed and really hurting.  General consensus is our committee still serves a vital role to WESTAR

6. Session discussions occurred on oil and gas, mercury, and natural events policy.  There was a good presentation on climate change science by Jay Gulledge of the PEW center on global climate change (http://www.pewclimate.org/).  Take home message was: the state of science is the earth is warming, effects of warming are observed at most places on the planet, greenhouse gases are anthropogenic, and it will continue.

7. Hot topics – Diesel modifications by owners.  Sig’s presentation was generally well received.  A couple of comments: 1) In the instance of a few bad offenders, you could use remote sensing to catch them; 2) You could use vehicle manufacturer warranties to limit tampering.  General consensus also was there wasn’t much to do about it.  Sig is confident his message that tampering went beyond diesels was conveyed.

Questions? – No questions

B. Update on Colorado State University’s Mobile Sources Conference (Sig/Doug)

Sig, Doug, and John Raymond attended the conference. The conference focused on I/M.  Many people think their I/M program in their area will be curtailed, revamped, or eliminated in five to ten years.  It is clear I/M is changing.  Some places, like Cincinnati have even ended I/M.

EPA provided a keynote presentation, “What is the direction of OTAQ and EPA on mobile source issues.” The EPA representative spoke on OTAQ programs, but didn’t give much on their direction.  Usually EPA has a question and answer session, but not this time. There is concern this is further proof that states are not getting support, and feel abandoned by EPA.  

(An example is EPA’s lack of support to states running diesel I/M programs. Nevada and Utah has started testing light duty diesels.  Utah approached EPA for guidance. EPA comes back with condemnation and criticism. Utah has given up trying to get credit for the I/M program.  Davis County Utah will likely drop their diesel program.  Colorado still runs their diesel without being able to claim credit.)

John agreed there is evidence of I/M programs going on the wayside.  Many groups are struggling with how to quantify benefits of I/M.  

There is mention of Governing magazine which has an article on the dieing I/M programs. See, http://66.23.131.98/archive/2005/oct/emission.txt. 

(Cindy added the Municipality of Anchorage is doing an I/M evaluation.  Cindy is under the impression they will try to determine if the program every really worked.  Some believe the problems in Anchorage are primarily due to cold starts, not poorly functioning catalysts.  Yet, when the catalyst is turned on it should help. The CO problem in recent years has shifted from intersections to neighborhoods suggesting cold starts now really are more important.  The tests will start this winter with data coming out this spring and summer.)

Doug spoke about the broadening of the session from remote sensing. Doug also spoke of a presentation by Ed Gardeto, a former OBD guru who left EPA and joined Sierra Research. He lambasted a lot of EPA’s work, including his own previous EPA work.  

Doug chaired a diesel panel, which was an Ad Hoc committee with the engine manufacturers and biodiesel producers. Big petroleum did not who up. They covered a lot of good information including a talk on Nogales Arizona where a study on cross border truck traffic now has statistics on older and newer truck emissions.  

C. WRAP Diesel Retrofit Boot Camp – Seattle, Nov 30-Dec1 (Sig/Doug)

WRAP mobile sources forum hired a contractor (Emissions Advantage) to put together a guide on how to start a retrofit program for diesels.  They are going to go over the main points in a boot camp in Seattle in early December so people can spread the word in their area.  Doug asked Sig and Clint if he could go as our representative.  Clint and Sig felt it would be a good idea.  Doug was looking for committee approval.

Doug described the “bootcamp” as a training for how to set up a retrofit program, how to deal with stakeholders, issues, funding, technology, accountability, benefit measure, and more. Pretty holistic. 2 days in Seattle.  Doug then read the agenda.  Doug intends to write up a report.  The training will be held again.

Sig asked if the training was for technical people. Doug answered it is a trial run for the mobile source audience. The committee had no comments. Doug is asked to report back to the group. Doug will have a report emailed to us by mid-December.

John mentioned he’s noticed a bit of local and state friction on retrofits that sometimes comes up when each group has different ideas on how to get projects completed. Sig mentioned that the potential for a lot of money is driving the interest in these programs.

3. TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS

A. STAPPA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee (Cindy Heil)

Please see Cindy Heil’s email of Tue 11/1/2005 2:05 PM which has a “Briefing on Transportation Conformity and CMAQ Provisions of SAFETEA-LU* and CAFÉ,” and a power point on the “The Renewable Fuel Standard in the The Energy Policy Act of 2005.” 

B. OBD Stakeholder Call (Cindy Heil)

Cindy did not get notification for the latest calls and has nothing to report.

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS

None
5. OPEN MICROPHONE

Doug asked if anyone has heard anything on ultra low sulfur diesel or gasoline. Rumors persist that they may be asking for an extension in compliance dates.  Doug is able to get zero information on whether or not the fuel will be available by the deadline.

6. NEXT CONFERENCE CALL DATE

Dec. 6, 2005

