WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –04 January 2005

I). Call to order 2:01 PM PDT

-Members participating:

Clint Farr - AK

Sig Jaunarajs - NV

Heather Lancour – NM

Doug Decker – CO

Lee Gribovicz
- WY

Rick Boddicker - SD

-WESTAR Staff:

Dan Johnson


Don Arkel


Bob Lebens




-The Committee did not have a conference call in December.

II). Action Issue Items:

(a) WRAP Mobile Sources Forum Nonroad Diesel Retrofit Project
Sig and Doug gave everyone an update of the WRAP Mobile Sources Forum’s recent progress on a non-road diesel retrofit project.  The WRAP MSF contractor, Emissions Advantage (EA), has completed a survey air of quality agencies in the western states to determine what their needs and expectations are with respect to diesel retrofit projects.  A workshop meeting is scheduled for mobile source planners in San Diego on January 27 and 28 to further discuss project goals.  A conference is planned for Spring ‘05 that will present air quality managers and a broad group of stakeholders with the results of the project.  The final products of this effort are expected to include a retrofit guidance document, information on funding sources, outreach materials, and updates of various other programs related to non-road retrofit.

(b) Diesel Consent Decree, ReFlash National Incentive/Mandate
STAPPA and ALAPCO transmitted a letter to Margo Oge, Director of EPA’s Office of Transportation and Air Quality, urging the agency to take action to implement an enforceable nationwide program to reflash (reprogram) all diesel engine computers eligible for NOx reflash under the heavy-duty diesel consent decrees.  There is a need to conduct reflashing on a more aggressive maintenance schedule.  The current federal consent decree with the diesel engine manufacturers to address the so-called “defeat devices” requires that the computers be reflashed when an engine overhaul is performed.  The EPA thought this would occur at about 300,000 to 400,000 miles, however, experience has shown 700,000 to 1,000,000 miles to be more typical.  

The WESTAR Mobile Sources Committee is surveying air program directors to see if there is interest in supporting this initiative.  WESTAR Mobile Sources co-chairs will draft a letter to the EPA for the air directors’ endorsement if there is sufficient interest. 

(c) I/M Rule NPRM

Sig informed the Committee about EPA’s recent Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for revisions to Inspection and Maintenance (I/M) regulations.  Changes are proposed to update submission and implementation deadlines to more appropriately reflect scheduling requirements for meeting the 8-hour NAAQS for ozone.  The NPRM is aimed at those areas that will be required to implement I/M due to being designated and classified under the 8-hour ozone standard.  
II). Tracking Issue Items:

(a) STAPPA and OBD Stakeholder Calls

Clint Farr gave the Committee an update on the STAPPA Mobile Sources/Fuels Committee call.  EPA Administrator Leavitt signed a supplemental proposed rule for transportation conformity, which includes additional options for hot-spot analyses of projects in PM2.5 and PM10 areas.  In this proposed rule, EPA reiterates the options initially proposed and includes additional options for hot-spot analyses in PM2.5 and PM10 areas.  This supplemental proposal includes options that could apply both before and after SIPs for these pollutants are established.  Clint mentioned that a key point of discussion was the issue of whether or not projects submitted before the rule should be required to undergo the hotspot analysis.  EPA is seeking comment on all of these options, as well as additional information and data about hot-spot analyses.  Comments are due by Jan. 27th.

IV). Discussion

(a) As a way of reminding everyone on the call what our role as a Committee is, Doug asked Bob Lebens to give everyone a brief overview of WESTAR’s mission and how the Mobile Source’s Committee fits into that.  Bob stated that WESTAR represents a group of western states concerned about air quality that often have diverse interests.  WESTAR is well positioned to address air quality issues that may be unique to our region or are of common concern.  The Mobile Sources Committee keeps the air directors informed on topics related to mobile sources both on the national level and in the individual western states Committee members represent.  The Committee makes itself available to the WESTAR Council to focus on specific mobile source issues and initiatives the Council may wish to pursue.

(b) Sig mentioned that the EPA had sent a letter to Dennis McLerran, President of the Association of Local Air Pollution Control Officials (ALAPCO) concerning proposed program cuts.  The President has signed the FY2005 Consolidated Appropriations bill.  House and Senate conferees have agreed to significantly reduce funds requested in the President’s budget for the Clean School Bus Program, as well as additional reductions that will apply to all other parts of EPA’s appropriation.  EPA is proposing to eliminate the Mobile Sources Outreach Program.  Other pro-rata cuts are proposed for each of the four major components of the state and local air quality assistance amounts; continuing programs, fine particle monitoring, sections 103 and 105 air toxics monitoring, and regional haze.  EPA is seeking comment on the proposal.

(c) Sig also mentioned that there continue to be rumors that the EPA is getting ready to release a beta version of its new MOVES mobile sources model.  Training courses are expected to be held, which might be of interest to Committee members.  If you receive notice of any upcoming training classes, please inform the rest of the Committee. 

UPDATE: EPA Announces the release of the draft version of MOVES on 1/10/05.  Details available on their website:  

http://www.epa.gov/otaq/ngm.htm.
V). Open Microphone

Meeting Adjourned 2:40 PM – Next Call Tuesday 1 February 2005 2PM PST

(312) 461-0184

Access Code: 107484

