WESTAR MS COMMITTEE CALL

Conference Call Minutes –06 May 2003

I). Call to order 2:04 PM PDT

-Members present:

Trista Glazier



Daryl Hawkins

Sig Jaunarajs

Doug Decker



Cindy Heil


Rick Boddicker


Bob Lebens



Dave Nordberg

-The minutes of the April 1st call were reviewed with no changes.


II). Action Issue Items:

a) Doug Decker briefed the Committee on the WESTAR Spring Business Meeting held in San Francisco on April 10th and 11th.   The meeting was well attended with several presentations and discussions on various air quality issues, but little discussion of mobile source-related issues.  Nancy Kruger, a representative of STAPPA, made a presentation on their perspective of important air issues, including the heavy-duty onroad diesel rule and recently proposed nonroad diesel rule.  Federal pre-emption of port emissions from large ocean-going vessels was brought up and a surprising estimate of 60% of PM generated from these sources was discussed.  Doug delivered a brief presentation to the WESTAR board on priority MS issues, based on the committee’s discussions over the past year.

b) On April 15, 2003, the USEPA issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for nonroad diesel engines.  The nonroad proposal is in some respects similar to the Heavy Duty Diesel Onroad (Highway) program, with a two-pronged approach of diesel fuel sulfur reductions and stricter emission standards (more below under item III).  Sig Jaunarajs agreed to review the proposal, prepare an outline of the major changes proposed, and highlight any issues of concern from a western states perspective. 

c) A brief discussion was held on toll road public/private partnerships.   Doug mentioned the San Joaquin Hills Transportation Corridor in southern California.  Several member states were interested in the efficacy of these partnerships in constructing transportation improvements.

III). Tracking Issue Items

a) Cindy Heil discussed the recent STAPPA Mobile Source/Fuels Committee conference call.  The call focused on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for nonroad diesel engines.  The proposal calls for diesel fuel sulfur reductions to 500 ppm by 2007 (there is currently no federal nonroad diesel fuel sulfur standard) and to 15 ppm by 2010.  In addition, exhaust emissions standards will be reduced for NOx and PM to levels similar to the standards recently adopted for 2007 and later diesel-powered onroad trucks.  The proposed standards, known as Tier 4 standards, will be phased-in from 2008 through 2014.  Cindy also discussed several exemptions to the fuel provisions of the rule for Alaska.  The EPA has made information on the NPRM available on the internet at (http://www.epa.gov/nonroad/), will be publishing the rule in the Federal Register in May, 2003, and is taking public comment until August 20, 2003. 

b) Last month’s OBD Stakeholder call was not reviewed.

c) Don Arkell was unavailable to brief the Committee on the WRAP/Regional Haze conference calls.  Sig Jaunarajs provided a brief overview of a recent issue involving predictive modeling of mobile source emissions and sulfur dioxide.  The WRAP modeling suggested that without significant reductions in diesel fuel sulfur levels as might be proposed in the nonroad diesel rule (unpublished at that time), states would be forced to find other ways to reduce SO2 emissions to comply with SO2 requirements in Section 309 of the regional haze regulations.  Many states were concerned that they did not have the authority to mandate additional sulfur reductions from mobile sources or from other sources, and would therefore have difficulty meeting all the 309 rule requirements.

IV). Discussion 

Doug Decker asked members if any were aware of a federal survey being sent out to the states on transportation conformity and the performance of federal agencies involved in that process.  The survey may be conducted by mail or telephone, and may involve the Federal Highway Administration or Federal Transit Administration.  Please contact Doug if you have any information on this.

Members expressed an interest in having national experts speak to the Committee on items of interest related to mobile sources.  The example of transportation conformity planning was given.  Doug said that they were working on getting a transportation conformity expert to address the group.

The Department of Defense has recently expressed a desire to expand on several exemptions to local air quality regulations it currently is granted.  These exemptions would be at the discretion of local commanders and would go beyond the current exemptions for periods of international crisis or during wartime.

Meeting Adjourned 2:40 PM – Next Call Tuesday 03 June 2PM PDT
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