WESTAR Mobile Sources Committee

Conference Call Minutes – 07 January 2003

I). Call to order 2:03 PM PDT

-Members present: 

Doug Decker – CO
Trista Glazier-MT   Kevin Downing–OR

Darrell Hawkins – CA
Cindy Heil -AK
Dave Nordberg – OR

Jim Shively – NM

Bob Lebens & Dan Johnson – WESTAR 

Sig Jaunarajs – NV
Kathy Hendricks-HI
Clint Farr-AK

Chris Hanson-SD

-The minutes of the December 3rd call were reviewed with no changes.

II). Action Issue Items

-There were no new Action Issue Items

III). Tracking Issue Items

-STAPPA December Conference call had been  cancelled

-OBD Work Group Conference Call (Cindy)

-Eastern Research Group will no longer be a participant in the Work Group, citing potential conflict of interest with  Sierra Research

-Ontario Ministry of the Environment has joined the Work Group

-Auto Zone (Parts suppy retailer) is reading OBD II codes as a service to customers.  There are many reports that Auto Zone staff are routinely clearing OBD II codes, which makes the vehicle not ready to test in an I/M program (until monitors reset).   EPA Region One has an Auto Zone Corporate memo stating that company policy is to not clear codes. This memo clearly conflicts with practice.   Discussion centered around possible tampering issues; or whether it should be treated as a customer service issue.

-Various states having various OBD implementation experiences:

-     MIL Eliminators –Tampering technologies

· Clean Scan – similar to Clean piping to fool I/M test lane

· BMW 740 underhood diagnostic connector for dealer use – Connector  cap left loose after service causes communication problems

· Some new Toyotas from factory missing fuses causing no communications

· Nevada Startup – response good

· New Mexico implementing July 03

· Virginia specs released- July 03 startup (maybe); VID spec re-released; study comparing OBD to ASM test

-     PA pilot complete – or website gas caps still a problem

-New York times article on OBD II – Margo Oge quoted

-Regional Implementation of 8 hour ozone– Rule pending

IV. Discussion Items

-Issue Papers – Trista & Bob

-The Air Directors/WESTAR Council want each committee to identify four or five contemporary issues pertinent to the western states, for a discussion session between the Council and EPA Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards.  This meeting will take place at the WESTAR spring business meeting in San Francisco in April 2003.  In preparation, each committee is directed to prepare an issue paper for each or 4-5 topics.  These issue papers are to use a common format and not exceed two pages in length. 

 Possible topics for these issue papers from the MS Committee might include:  

-Diesel Strategies

-OBD II

-Tier 2/LSG/ 2007 diesel cert/ULSD/Small refiner exemptions

-Modeling/Mobile 6 

-Off Road diesel

-Other?

The Council has already directed the MS Committee to present information on diesel emissions control strategies in the western states.  This work is in progress (Doug) and will be completed before our February call.  This was requested separately from the issue papers.

The following items were discussed in the context of the issue papers:
-Find and define the issues that are specific to western states

-Lack of federal control for preempted mobile sources – RR, aircraft, Marine,                                                 Farm, Construction, etc.

-Importance of off-road emissions as a contributor to regional haze

-STAPPA is compiling comments on the fuel rule for off road and is encountering resistance from refiners and distributors in the Rocky Mtn. region on ULSD

-Small refiner extensions impact Tier 2 gasoline and 2007 diesel emissions deterioration

-How to get environmental benefits working with small refiners cooperatively

-Incentives to Small refiners to accelerate low sulfur implementation

-Are there states resistant to low sulfur fuels?

-Diesel idling and truck stop electrification


-Transport Corridors – ID Interstates to target incentives and strategies

-Foreign flag ships – differential port fees for use of low sulfur marine fuels - small number of west coast ports make this feasible

-At this point, committee discussion took a tangent to off road diesel fuel sulfur standards.  EPA has developed outreach materials for small businesses, promoting the use of  ultra low sulfur diesel fuel for off-highway use.  STAPPA is recommending adoption of an off-highway 15 ppm sulfur standard in 2007 (consistent with the on-highway 15ppm); while the American Petroleum Institute (API) is recommending an off-highway 500ppm standard in 2007, dropping to 15 ppm in 2010.

-Returning to the issue papers, the committee came to concensus on the following issues, with primary and supporting authors:

1) Marine emissions/Ports – Kevin Downing and Darrell Hawkins 

2) Low Sulfur Fuels/Small Refiners –  Doug Decker, Sig Jaunarajs

3) Idling/Regional Transport Corridors – Kevin Downing, Doug Decker

4) Off Road Emissions – Trista Glazier, ???

Authors and co-authors need to coordinate and begin drafting the issue papers quickly.  Draft papers should be distributed to committee members prior to the February conference call.  The  committee will use time on the February conference call and the face-to-face Committee meeting in Portland (19-20 Feb.) to finalize the issue papers.  The Westar Council need the final draft issue papers in March for review and analysis in preparation for the April 9-11 Spring Business Meeting.

Topics for the next MS Committee Conference call will be to finalize the Diesel Control Strategies Spreadsheet and to further develop the issue papers.

The call ended at this point – time 2:59 PM PST

Next conference call will be Tuesday February 4, 2003 at 2PM PST 
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